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THE SPIRIT OF REVOLT 


by Peter Kropotkin 





There are periods in the life of human society when revolution 
becomes an imperative necessity, when\ it proclaims itself as 
inevitable. New ideas germinate everywhere, seeking to force their 
way into the light, to find an application in life; everywhere they are 
opposed by the inertia of those whose interest it is to maintain the old 
order, they suffocate in the stifling atmosphere of prejudice and 
traditions. The accepted ideas of the constitution of the State, of the 
laws of social equilibrium, of the political and economic inter- 
relations of citizens, can hold out no longer against the implacable 
criticism which is daily undermining them whenever occasion arises. 
Political, economic, and social institutions are crumbling; the social 
structure, having become uninhabitable, is hindering, even 
preventing the development of the seeds which are being propagated 
within its damaged walls and being brought forth around them. 

The need for a new life becomes apparent. The code of established 
morality, that which governs the greater number of people in their 
daily life, no longer scems sufficient. What formerly scomed just is 
now felt to be a crying injustice. The morality of yesterday is today 
recognized as revolting immorality. The conflict between new ideas 
and old traditions flames up in every class of society, in every 
possible environment, in the very heart of the family. Daily, the 
popular conscience rises up against the scandals which breed amidst 
the privileged and the leisured, against the crimes committed in the 
name of the law of the stronger; or in the order to maintain these 
privileges. Those who long for the triumph of justice, those who 
would put new ideas into practice, are soon forced to recognize that 
the realization of their generous, humanitarian and regenerating ideas 
cannot take place in a society thus constituted; they perceive the 
necessity of a revolutionary whirlwind which will sweep away all this 
rottenness, revive sluggish hearts with its breath, and bring to 
humankind that spirit of devotion, self-denial, and heroism, without 
which society sinks through degradation and vileness into complete 
disintegration. = => 

In periods of frenzied haste toward wealth, of feverish speculation 


and. of crisis, of the sudden downfall of great industries and the 


ephemeral expansion of other branches of production, of scandalous 
fortunes amassed in a few years and dissipated as quickly, it 
becomes evident that the economic institutions which control 









upposed to guarantee: they produce precisely the 





SARL AA Jane 
¿cad oí order iney brng forth 


insecurity, instead of reconciled interests, 
war; a perpéttrabwar of the exploiter against the worker, of exploiters 
and of workers among themselves. Human society is seen to be 
splitting more and more into two hostile camps, and at the same time 
to be subdividing into thousands of small groups waging merciless 
war against each other. Weary of these wars, weary of the miseries 
which they cause, society rushes to seek a new organization; it 
clamors loudly for a complete remodeling of the system of property 
ownership, of production, of exchange and all economic relations 
which spring from it. 3 
The machinery of government, entrusted with the maintenance of 
the existing order, continues to function, but at every turn of its 
deteriorated gears it slips and stops. Its working becomes more and 





‘tore difficult, and the dissatisfaction caused by its defects grows 


continuously. Every day gives rise to new demand. “Reform this,” 
“reform that,” is heard from all sides. “War, finances, taxes, courts, 
police, everything must be remodeled, reorganized, established on a 
new basis,” say the reformers. And yet all know that it is impossible 
to make things over, to remodel anything at all because everything is 
interrelated; everything would have to be remade at once: and how 
can society be remodeled when it is divided into two openly hostile 


“camps? To satisfy the discontented would be only to create new 


malcontents. 

Incapable of undertaking reforms, since this would mean paving 
the way for revolution, and at the same time too impotent to be 
frankly reactionary, the governing bodies apply themselves to half- 
measures which can satisfy nobody, and only cause new 
dissatisfaction. The mediocrities who, in such transition periods, 


undertake to steer the ship of the State, think of but one thing: to 


enrich themselves against the coming debacle. Attacked from all 
sides they defend themselves awkwardly, they evade, they commit 
blunder upon blunder, and they soon succeed in cutting the last rope 
of salvation, they drown the prestige of the government in ridicule, 
caused by their own incapacity. 
Such periods demand revolution. It becomes a social necessity; the 
situation itself is revolutionary. 
When we study the works of our greatest historians the genesis 
and development of vast revolutionary convulsions, we generally find 


-under the heading, “The Cause of the Revolution,” a gripping picture 


of the situation on the eve of the events. The misery of the people, the 
‘general insecurity, the vexatious measures of the government, the 
odious scandals Jaying bare the immense vices of society, the new 
ideas struggling to come to the surface and repulsed by the 
incapacity of the supporters of the former regime, -- nothing is 
omitted. Examining this picture, one arrives at the conviction that the 
revolution was indeed inevitable, and that there was no other way out 
than by the road of insurrection 

Take for examiple the situation before 1789 as the historians 
picture it. You can almost hear the peasant complaining of the salt 
tax, of the tithe, of the feudal payments, and vowing in their heart an 
implacable hatred towards the feudal baron, the monk, the 
monopolist, the bailiff. You can almost see the citizen bewailing the 
loss of their municipal liberties, and showering maledictions upon the 
king. The people censure the queen; they are revolted by the reports 
of. ministerial action, and they cry out continually that the taxes are 
intolerable and revenue payments exorbitant, that crops are bad and 


winters hard, that provisions are too dear.and the monopolists too 


grasping, that the village lawyer devours the peasant’s crops and the 
village constable tries to play the role of a petty king, that even the 
mail service is badly organized and the employees too lazy. In short, 


nothing works well, everybody complains. “It can last no longer, it 


will come to a bad end,” they cry everywhere. 

But, between this pacific arguing and insurrection or revolt, there 
is a wide abyss, -- that abyss which, for the greatest part of 
humanity, lies between reasoning and action, thought and will, — the 
urge to act. How has this abyss been bridged? How is it that women 
and men who only yesterday were complaining quietly of their lot, 
and the next moment were humbly saluting the local guard whom 
they had just been abusing, -- how is it that these same women and 
men a few days later were capable of seizing their scythes and their 
iron-shod pikes and attacking in his castle the lord who only 
yesterday was so formidable? By what miracle were these women 
and men transformed in a day into heroes and heroines, marching 
through bullets and cannon balls to the conquest of their rights? How 
was it that words, so often spoken and lost in the air like the empty 
chiming of bells, were changed into actions? 

The answer is easy. 

Action, the continuous action, ceaselessly renewed, of minorities 


brings about this transformation. Courage, devotion, the spirit of 


sacrifice, are as contagious as cowardice, submission, and panic. 

What forms will this action take? All forms, — indeed, the most 
varied forms, dictated by circumstances, temperament, and the 
means at disposal. Sometimes tragic, sometimes humorous, but 
always daring; sometimes collective, sometimes purely individual, 
this policy of action will neglect none of the means at hand, no event 
of public life, in order to keep the spirit alive, to propagate and find 
expression for dissatisfaction, to excite hatred against exploiters, to 
ridicule the government and expose its weakness, and above all and 
always, by actual example, to awaken courage and fan the spirit of 
revolt. 

When a revolutionary situation arises in a country, before the spirit 


__ of revolt is sufficiently awakened in the masses to express itself in 


violent demonstrations in the streets or by rebellions and uprisings, it 


is through action that minorities succeed in awakening that feeling of 


independence and that spirit of audacity without which no revolution 





_can come to head. 


‘People of courage, not 
the means to transform them into action, -- people of integrity for 
whom the act is one with the idea, for whom prison, exile, and death 
are preferable to a life contrary to their principles, -- intrepid souls 
who know that it is necessary to dare in order to succeed, -- these are 
the lonely sentinels who enter the battle long before the masses are 
sufficiently roused to raise openly the banner of insurrection and to 
march, arms in hand, to the conquest of their rights. 

In the midst of discontent, talk, theoretical discussions, an 
individual or collective act of revolt supervenes, symbolizing the 
dominant aspirations. It is possible that at the beginning the masses 
will remain indifferent. It is possible that while admiring the courage 
of the individual or the group which takes the initiative, the masses 
will at first follow those who are prudent and cautious, who will 
immediately describe this act as “insanity” and say that “those 
fanatics will endanger everything.” 

They have calculated so well, those prudent and cautious people, 
that their party, slowly. pursuing its work would, in a hundred years, 
two hundred years, three hundred years perhaps, succeed in 
conquering the whole world, -- and now the unexpected intrudes! 
The unexpected, of course, is whatever has not been expected by 
them, --- those prudent and cautious ones! Whoever has a slight 
knowledge of history and a fairly clear head knows perfectly well 
from the beginning that theoretical propaganda for revolution will 
express itself in action long before the theoreticians have decided that 
the moment to act has come. Nevertheless, the cautious theoreticians 
are angry at these “fanatics”, they excommunicate them, the 
anathematize them. But the “fanatics” win sympathy, the mass of the 
people secretly applaud their courage, and they find imitators. In 
proportion as the pioneers go to fill the jails and the penal colonies, 
others continue their work; acts of illegal protest, of revolt, of 
vengeance, multiply. e 

Indifference from this point on is impossible. Those who at the 
beginning never so much as asked what these “fanatics” wanted, are 
compelled to think about them, to discuss their ideas, to take sides 
for or against. By actions which compel general attention, the new 
idea seeps into people's minds and wins converts. One such act may, 
in a few days, make more propaganda than thousands of pamphlets. 

Above ail, it awakens the spirit of revolt: it breeds daring. The old 
order, supported by the police, the magistrates, and the soldiers, 
appeared unshakable, like the old fortress of the Bastille, which also 
appeared impregnable to the eyes of the unarmed people gathered 
beneath its high walls equipped with loaded cannon. But soon it 
became apparent that the established order has ‘not the force one had 
supposed. One courageous act has sufficed to upset in a few days the 
entire govetnmental machinery, to make the colossus tremble; 
another revolt has stirred a whole province into turmoil, and the 
army, till now always so imposing, has retreated before a handful of 
peasants armed with sticks and stones. The people observe that the 
monster is not so terrible as they thought, they begin dimly to 
perceive that a few energetic efforts will be. sufficient to throw it 





down. Hope is born in their hearts, and let us remember that if 
exasperation often drives people to revolt, it is always hope, the hope 
of victory, which makes revolutions. 

The government resists; it is savage in its repressions. But, though 
formerly persecution killed the energy of the oppressed, now, in 
periods of excitement, it produces the opposite result. It provokes 
new acts of revolt, individual and collective; it drives the rebels to 
heroism; and in rapid succession these acts spread, become general, 
develop. The revolutionary minority are strengthened by elements 
which up to this time were hostile or indifferent to it. The general 
disintegration penetrates into the government, the ruling classes, the 
privileged; some of them advocate resistance to the limit; others are 
in favor of concessions; others, again, go so far as to renounce their 
privileges for the moment, in order to appease the spirit of revolt, 
hoping to dominate again later on. The unity of the government and 
the privileged class is broken. 

The ruling classes may also try to find safety in savage reaction. 
But it is too late now, the battle only becomes more bitter, more 
terrible, and the revolution will only be more bloody. On the other 
hand, the smallest concession of the governing classes, since it comes 
too late, since it has been snatched in struggle, only awakens the 
revolutionary spirit even more. The common people, who formerly 
would have been satisfied with the smallest concessions, observe 
now that the enemy is wavering; they foresee victory, they feel their 
courage growing, and the same women and men who were formerly 
crushed by misery and were content to sigh in secret, now lift their 
heads and march proudly to the conquest of a better future. 

~ Finally the revolution breaks out, the more terrible as the 
preceding struggles were bitter. 

The direction which the revolution will take depends, no doubt, 
upon the sum total of the various circumstances that determine the 
coming of the cataclysm. But it can be predicted in advance, 


according to the vigor of revolutionary action displayed in the 


preparatory period by the different progressive organizations. 

One organization may have developed more clearly the theories 
which it defines and the program which it desires to realize: it may 
have made propaganda actively, by speech and in print. But it may 
not have sufficiently expressed its aspirations in the open, on the 
street, by actions which embody the thought it represents, it has 
done little, or it has done nothing against those who are its principal 


enemies; it has not attacked the institutions which it wants to 
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demolish; its strength has been in theory, not in action; it has 
contributed little to awaken the spirit of revolt, or it has neglected to 
direct that spirit against conditions which it particularly desires to 
attack at the time of revolution. As a result, this organization is-less 
known; its aspirations have not been daily and continuously affirmed 
by actions, the glamour of which could reach even the remotest hut: 


. they have not sufficiently penetrated into the consciousness of the 


people; they have not identified themselves with the crowd in the 
street; they have never found simple expression in a popular slogan. 

The most active writers of such an organization are known by their 
readers as thinkers of great merit, but they have neither the 
reputation nor the capacities of women and men of action; and on the 
day when the mobs pour through the streets they will prefer to follow 
the advice of those who have less precise theoretical ideas and not 
such great aspirations, but whom they know better because they have 
seen them act. 

The organization which has made the most revolutionary 
propaganda and which has shown the most spirit and daring will be 
listened to on the day when it is necessary to-act, fo march in front in 
order to realize the revolution. But the organization which has not 
had. the daring to affirm itself by revolutionary acts in the preparatory 
periods nor had a driving force strong enough to inspire the masses 
to the sentiment of abnegation, to the irresistible desire to put their 
ideas into practice, — (if this desire had existed it would have 
expressed itself in action long before the mass of the people had 


- joined the revolt) -- and which did not know how to make its flag 


popular and its aspirations tangible and comprehensive, -- that 
organization will have only a small chance of realizing even the least 
part of its program. It will be pushed aside by the parties of action. 
These things we learn from the history of the periods which 
precede great revolutions. The revolutionary bourgeoisie understood 
this perfectly, -- it neglected no means of agitation to awaken the 
spirit.of revolt when it tried to demolish the monarchical order. The 
French peasant of the eighteenth century understood it instinctively 
when it was a. question of abolishing feudal rights; and the 
International acted in accordance with the same principles when it 
tried to awaken the spirit of revolt amongst the workers of the cities 
and to diréct it against the natural enemy of the wage earner-- the 
monopolizer of the means of production and of raw materials. 


--- excerpted from Revolutionary Pamphlets: 
A Collection of Writings by Peter Kropotkin 
(out of print) 





| to do-so for some time to come. 
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“To the daring belongs the future.” 
-- Emma Goldman (1869-1940) 


Well, after a years worth of endless: criticisms, lack: of 


- Contributions,- minimal resources, poor distribution and `. 
continual financial woes, we are still here! (Tough luck, looks”. 
like you’re all stuck with us!) Yeesh, over.a years worth’ of 


publishing under our belts alréady? Where does the time go? 
Originally the basis for starting We Dare Be Free was to 


have an outspoken revolutionary anarchist newspaper that 
would focus on the more militant and confrontational forms of ` 
international resistance to global oppression in order to ‘give | 
back a bit of the bite fo the anarchist movement that has been 

lost over the years to muddled pacifist influence. Beyond this, ` 


we also felt that it was important to support and promote the 


various projects, campaigns and struggles happening here in. 
New England, and hopefully build some sort“of cohesive bond: 
between anarchist and anti-authoritarian activists in the region.” 
And finally, we wanted to provide a ‘variety of different essays.’ 


and writings ‘by revolutionary anarchist theorists in order to 
help activists educate themselves to traditional anarchist ideas 
and place their activism within a more. solid revolutionary 


anarchist context. Hopefully we have pod pd. 
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consistent in keeping with these aim 


_ For the anarchist movement, and the radical left in ES 
the last year or so has been marked by one blow after another. 
Groups and federations have dissolved (Love & Rage, Class 


War Federation, Subversion, Red Army Faction), widespread . 


repression has been used against movements (Autonomous 
communities and EZLN supporters-Chiapas, German anti- 
fascist and autonomist movements, British and North American 
ALF and radical environmentalists, Italian anarchist movement, 
Russian anarchists and  anti-fascists, radical _ peasant 












publications have ceased (Demanarchie, Profane Existence, 


Love & Rage, Raze The Walls, Black Autonomy), squats have 


been evicted (Villa Varvara-Greece, Milada-Czech Republic, 


Germinal- Argentina, SQRL Squat-Philadelphia, Casa del Sol- » 
NYC, Laboratorio Anarchico-Italy, Pfarrstrasse 104-Germany, 


etc.), national strikes have been defeated (General Strike in 
Denmark, Liverpool Dockers, Australian Warfies, Puerto Rican 


telephone workers, Korean auto and metal workers, miners’- 


strikes in Romania, Mexico and Austuries, Spain, etc.), and 


prominent political prisoners have been either tumed down for 
. parole (Leonard Peltier) or have been denied a new trial 
altogether (Mumia Abu-Jamal). 


It is extremely important for us, as anarchists and social 


revolutionaries, to evaluate these failures and defeats in a 
constructive light. Instead of quietly stepping back in defeat 
and licking our wounds during this critical point for the 
anarchist movement, we must start to think in terms of effective 
strategy, organized resistance and strengthened international 


solidarity between one and other. If the anarchist movement is. 


to avoid stagnancy, weakness and inefficiency, and we are to 
be perceived as any sort of threat to both globalized capitalism 
and the ruling classes of the world, we must continue to be 
critical of these past failures and tactically and organizationally. 
flexible in future forms of struggle. As always, an anarchist. 
future will continue to remain an impossibility until we actively -- 
organize to make it a reality (and we’ve got a long road ahead 
of us!)... , 


Live Free or Fight a 


-----MaRK / WE DARE BE FREE COLLECTIVE + . 






“Come rally the cause of liberty 
- :Come all with hearts united ` * 
Our motto is ‘WE DARE BE FREF’ 
. Not easily affrighted! 
band we must subdue 
ow is the time, or never; _ 
- Let each of us prove this motto true 









-- New England Revolutionary 
Drinking Song, early 1770’s 
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_ And from slavery we shall sever. aia E 
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-. movements-India, People”s Global Action-Switzerland, do. 






WE DARE BE FREE REVOLUTIONARY 
INSURGENT EDITORIAL FACTION 


ia Sanya, Kenn 


GRACIOUS CONTRIBUTORS 


Steve from Maine, Kehben, Gary 
Zabel, Native Forest Network, 
Anarchist Liberty Union, WRAG 
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The Spirit, Profane Existence, 
Active Transformation, the 


Defenestrator, industrial Worker, 


Atlantic Anarchist Circle 
Newsletter, Earth First! Journal, 
Libertarian Labor Review, 
People’s Global Action, Worker’s | 
Solidarity, and a few Communist 


|| papers not worth mentioning! 
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_ The Politics of WE DABE BE FREE... (blah. blah. on NN 


Although we are unwilling to push for some self-righteous 
manifesto of unwavering political theories to follow, or some 
meticulously drawn up program of “proper” revolutionary tactics 
and discipline to adhere to, we do however feel that it is important to 
be up front with the political aims of this newspaper. 

As revolationary , class struggle-oriented anarchist-communists, we 


seek the complete abolition of capitalism and the unconditional 


overthrow of the state, and work towards a worldwide classless society 
of a free and equal social existence. We believe that for both liberty 
and equality to truly be attained by the vast majority of the world, 
society must be dramatically restructured along the anarchist 
principles of anti-authoritarianism, decentralization, mutual aid, 


direct democracy, federalism, self-management, free association and a 


common ownership of wealth, resources and the means of production. 

Though we are self-identified anarchist-communists, we are non- 
sectarian in our relationship to other tendencies within the 
revolutionary anti-authoritarian left — including anarcho-syndicalists, 
autonomists, etc. We support the struggles of all non-Statist, anti- 
Capitalist resistance in all forms that it may take, including labor 
struggles, radical ecological activism, anti-fascist, squatters, anti- 
imperialism, etc. 

nl aa iron anarchist polities to morel ccone ana 
political oppression, we also view the struggle for freedom and 
equality in the context of overcoming social oppression within both 


our own personal relationships, and in society as a whole. This 


struggle for self-determination takes form in the active fight against 
racism, patriarchy, and homophobia in our communities, and no less 


- importantly, in the building of a personal understanding and 


appreciation for the diversity of individuals in our own social 
relationships. 


ANTI-CAPITALISM 
We are strongly anti-capitalist. As we see it, capitalism is by its very 


nature, authoritarian. Its cornerstones being competition, 


exploitation, inequality and domination. In addition to being both 
exploitive and oppressive for the majority of people, capitalism also 
threatens our world through it's endless wars and the continued 
destruction of the environment. 


For us, the abolition of capitalism is defined in three parts. The first 


is the abolition of monopoly, be it the monopoly of land and resources, 
raw materials, or the means of production. The second is the abolition 
of the wage slavery system of exploitation. And the third is the 
abolition of the class based system which maintains the domination of 
one class over another by means of wealth and privilege. | 


Through 





Capitalist social relations are to be 


` replaced by a society based on mutual aid, where there is a common 


ownership of wealth, resources and the means of production and the 
distribution of goods and services will be based on the needs of each 
individual. From each according te their ability, to each according to 
their needs... 

We currently live in a period of advanced capitalism, where anti- 
capitalist resistance takes new forms within the struggles against 
imperialism, colonialism, neo-liberalism, globalization, and corporate 
dominance. As anarchists, we wish to remain in the forefront of these 
struggles. 


ANTI-STATISM 


The fact that we seek the overthrow of the state (any state) is what 
defines us, as anarchists, from other elements of the far-left. The state 
is a power structure consisting of political, legislative, judiciary, 
military and financial institutions. The purpose of the state is to 
uphold the privileges of the ruling class and keep the majority of a 
population in subservience. 

Where as both anarchists and Marxists criticize existing capitalist 
states, Marxists believe that the authority of the state can be 
transformed in a communist society. We are under no such illusions. 


` As history has proven correct, and anarchists have stated all along : 


“If there is a state, there must be the domination of one class by 
another and as a result, slavery. The state without slavery is 
unthinkable” (Balamin). 

The existence of the state inherently requires the submission of the 
majority of the population to a dominant authoritarian social 
structuring imposed by a ruling minority. Capitalist or Communist, 
Democratic or Dictatorship, slavery can change its form and its name, 
but its basis always remains the same. This is why we are enemies of 
the state and are uncompromising in our advocating for it’s 
destruction. 


INTERNATIONALISM 
One of the maim strengths of the anarchist movement is it’s 


emphasis on the importance of internationalism. As internationalists, 
we see no borders containing our struggles and we work towards the 


emancipation of ali of humanity, regardless of national boundaries. 





We view the anarchist movement on a world basis and work towards 
uniting anarchist revolutionaries and militants across all artificial 
berders. In an age of advanced global capitalism, it is not only 
important that we identify as an internationalist movement of 
anarchist resistance, it is essential. 


CLASS STRUGGLE 


We believe in the importance of class struggle as a means for 
building a mass social revolutionary movement. What we mean by 
“class struggle” is the struggle between the working class (along with 
other oppressed and dissatisfied sections within capitalist society) and 
the raling class of the wealthy and privileged. Emerging out of an 
unequal social development, the class strugsie is an ievitable 
consequence of a class based system. It is an ongoing struggle between 
the oppressed and their oppressors where both social and economic 
power relationships are continually challenged. Once the class 
conflict, or class war, intensifies between the classes, the class struggle 
will lead into a revolutionary struggle against the ruling class, 


REVOLUTION 


Revolution, for us, is merely a counterpart of evolution. Evolution 
is the natural and habitual course of events and revolution occurs 
when old structures become too limited and insufficient for progress 
to move forward. Revolution is the creation of new living institutions, 
and it is these new institutions that we work towards making reality. 


As revolutionary anarchists, we do not wish to wait for the highly © 


unlikely chance that the whole of the masses will become anarchists 
through some miraculous realization on the part of humanity before 
our ideals of an anarchist society are realized. We believe that under 
both capitalist and authoritarian power structures, apathy, greed and 
the will to dominate are values that are forced upon us from birth. 
Until these structures are actively destroyed by revolutionary means, 
an anarchist society remains an impossibility. 

It would be naive to think that this process wil] happen peacefully. 
We will make no attempt to hide the fact that we are not exactly peace 
advocates. We feel that there can be no peace so long'as freedom is 
ov exsmadowed By Oppression amd both cspe sian and the stato rental 
intact. We advocate the “any means necessary” approach to 
revolution and stand in solidarity with those who employ these means 
worldwide. 

So now that you know where we are coming from and what we hope 
to achieve, we hope that you will join us (and the countless thousands 
worldwide) in our struggle for a better tomorrow... 
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CULINARY WARFARE 
HITS NEW ENGLAND 


One Geneticist, Twice Pied 







































ACTIVE RESISTANCE '99 
TO BE HELD IN WORCESTER? 


WORCESTER, MA - Folks met at Firecracker, The Worcester Autonomy Center, March 20 and 
21 to discuss organizational plans for Active Resistance 1999, and to get an idea of where the 
conference is headed this year. This is what they came up with: 


ll ctive Resistance *99 is an activist organizing conference with a focus on sustainability in 
q building and maintaining anarchist communities through mutual aid. We will gather 
together to build a new society within the shell of the old; through sharing real skills and 
information on alternative forms of economics, food peers education, ts and other 
basic human needs. 

We are living in a time of environmental and economic crisis as a result of capitalist 
globalization, technology, neo-liberalism, genetic engineering, and the potential Y2K 
“millennium bug.” Instead of resorting to reactionary or survivalist tactics, simply living off the » 
waste of society, we wish to explore alternatives to the destructive methods of a system which we 
reject, keeping our goals set on a spectrum of sustainability. 

Learning from historic waves of resistance, both failures and successes, the idea we have is 
not to retreat “back to the land,” nor “fight it out in the city,” but to strategically overcome these 
false divisions by creating a synthesis of both urban and rural struggle. Instead of relying on 
movements as the sole means to sustain effective resistance, we will learn to live and organize 
through methods that allow us to avoid burnout and achiéve our:goals more holistically. 

The unprecedented impact and interconnectedness of current events demands our ability to 
understand destruction at every level, from the most abstract and global, down to the most 
intimate and personal. Will we embrace the season? Identify and uproot these viscous weeds? 
Plant and maintain our own seeds? The time is ripe to get dirty, very dirty. Come chew with us on 
the cud that is the revolution of everyday life, ‘so that all may share the harvest of our class 

ruggle against corporate domination! 
. The precise location of AR ‘99, taking place August 29 through September 4, has yet to be 
officially worked out, hopefully somewhere in the Northeast, and for now we’re using Worcester 
as a contact city. The exact location we be posted by by late April 

- Contact Active Resistance 1999 at: 

Ss Firecracker: The Worcester Autonomy Center 

n Franklin Street © Worcester, MA 01602 © (508)753-4002 
a or e-mail: ARY2K@hotmail.com 
We need YOUR involvement to make this gathering possible, please let us know how you can 
help us from your area. Your participation in the process of conducting this event is crucial, so 
please contact us now if you plan on attending, wish to present a workshop, help organize, or are 


just spreading the word... o hi , 
F ae THE VICTORY GARDENS 
1998 ULE Activist E FOOD PROJECT 


AAEE AES ME; Te son has srady begun in the 


greenhouses of The Victory Garden Food Project, and as soon as 
the ground thaws, we’li need people to help us plant food that will 








DURHAM, NH - In the first recently reported act of guerrilla 
patisserie warfare to hit New England, members of the Biotic 
Baking Brigade-Nor'eastah Irregulars (BBB-NI) struck a 
prominent genetic engineer at a talk on animal cloning. 

Dr. Neal First,‘ geneticist and animal cloner from the 
University of Wisconsin, was given his just desserts on the 
night of Thursday, March 11th after a lecture at the University 
of New Hampshire. First had just finished presenting the latest 
on his “science” and. was receiving applause when Agent 
“Rusty” of the BBB-NI flung a red-tinged cream pie straight 
from the lecture hall doorway into Dr. First's placid face. Agent 
“Rusty” warned all present, “Don't Fuck with Mother Nature!” 

Just moments later, the “good” doctor was served a second | 
helping of humble pie by BBB-NI Agents Creamy Genes and 
Lemon Soufflé who reminded the audience of more than a 
hundred that “Cloning is no clowning matter” and to “Respect 
all life - Stop torturing animals!” 

According to Dr. First, he and his ainas have been 
attempting to follow-up: the successful cloning of a sheep in 
Scotland with cows, pigs, monkeys, etc. and have even tried 
combinations of animals. Alas, no new creatures have been 
created as of yet, according to First. He did, however, proclaim |. 
the success of genetically engineered trees for replanting the}: 
chainsaw-ravaged forests of the Pacific Northwest. Lastly, 
when asked about the further future possibilities, First admitted 
| that “clones would probably not take over the planet.” 

North Hampton police took in to custody BBB-NI Agent 
Creamy Genes the following Wednesday for suspected crimes 
against science. “Ihis is all half-baked,” declared the pie man. 
“Pies are no crime. The crime is cloning.” Police are charging 

_) Agent Genes with assault with a cream pie, conspiracy to create} 
* {creative mischief, and for damaging the ego of an important 
person. Police continue to search for BBB-NI Agents Rusty and 
Lemon Soufflé who are rumored to be among New England’s 
pie-baking underground. => 





R.I. HOSPITAL WORKERS 
BATTLE CORPORATE 
MANAGEMENT POLICIES | 





PORTLAND, ME - Nineteen ninety-nine has rung in with an be harvested this fall and delivered to urban area around the Ree, ae : d a ae Be a i a ar 
upsurge in political activity in Portland, Maine. Starting it all| | Northeast. So if your interested in spending part of the spring orf ae nn ee eee ome dar 
off, a small band of puppeteers infiltrated the Portland New| {Summer in beautiful central Maine, working the land and on a : oan > EE ES ants =i a $e e E A 
Year’s Eve parade wielding a ten-foot tall Mumia Abu-Jamal Political Prisoner/Class Struggle projects write to us at: Tena = A E = a ala ane 
puppet. Chanting the standard slogans demanding the release of VICTORY GARDENS PROJECT their intentions to return the following day. Upon reporting 
Ml us tato persiste QUE the oor non ol back for work on Tuesday, however, they found themselves 
the parade. Among the spectators, some looked on in apparent RFD #1 / Barx 5025 locked outof the hospital | 

confusion while others cheered supportively and still others} Athei ME 0 4912 EE NE E the E 
joined in with thc protest. Mumia thcn traveled to a youth t CRS, i Spo > ws 





unemployment compensation. The management at Women & 
concert and disseminated literature on the struggles regarding Infants vowed to fight the applications, but the union eventually 


political prisoners in the US. 
To commemorate the National Day of Civil Disobedience 0 W L l N G E E F l l Sera in procuring unemployment rights for the locked out 


on February 6, about 100 people gathered in Monument to 

: dy ; e Management at Women & Infants finally conceded, after 
demonstrate in-support of political prisoner Leonard Peltier. ; i : 
American Indian Movement members drummed and spoke on for the Women S Radical Action Group (WRAG } 29 days, to allow the hospital employees back to work and to 


; : ; : 7 begin negotiations. Throughout the extensive lock-out, the 
Tes eens Aerea A o | . and e Dar e Be Free | workers kept up picket lines in front of the hospital and 
importance of Peltier’s fight for freedom. A strong spirit of ved th 
defi , ee ds Fda t received support from the Teamsters, United Nurses and Allied 
Se eee ee eee eee ree wes ato = Professionals, Pipefitters and local teachers. 
read information on the plight of the political prisoner and 
T E po i Women and Infants Hospital implemented a wage freeze 
eman imm ee after the lock-out and cut employment benefits for the workers. 
jen related ee ee a in Boston organized : R 0 wW i aa G yw J TH U 5. e TREC meee ato zal uD Es but “the Hosp tl 
sma ut spirited marc ough two main commerci ug ar a 
aar ee => | cried poverty in negotiations even though they afforded to pay 
o EAaanan ye MIDNIGHT on fly-in scab hospital workers $80 per day during the lock-out. 
somewhat disinterested, police presence kept the parade route l ; ; 
e a cs comiewhat humo Friday pril 30th The hospital broke off contract talks once again on 
perpctual > ting wha rous A Saturday, February 27, after the union refused to make gross 
game of cat-and-mouse. At one point the park rangers actually 9 : ji ón x 3 : 
closed the gates to the public garden as the protesters at DAVI S S QUARE r epr a response = n es > = 
approached. The march came to an abrupt end on Newbury waia eitie -tollowine 4a a ae ae 
street when Puppet Leonard’s head fell off and flyers ran out. BOWL -HAVEN Pee 2 oS A 8 
Most tly. in Mai the rcfsentiGnoePolind : emergency surgeries. The employees returned to work the day 
Food Not Bombs Sra lots Park(at a On 45 Day St., Davis Sq, Somerville after the walk-out in efforts to resume negotiations. 
of Middle and Exchange Streets) every Sunday from 2:00 to)  Calithe Lucy Parsons Center at (6) 62892649 for detaits o 


“odds with management and continue to battle for job security. 
After a long, heated labor dispute, the negotiations land at a 
stalemate. The workers promise, however, they will not give 
up, nor back down in the face of pressure from the bosses. 


4:30pm, anyone who would like to get involved is encouraged 
to come on down to hang out, and bring an appetite! 








Initiative for a 








New England Anarchist-Communist Federation 
(or ‘On The Need For Organization in Order to Combat the Piss-Poor State of the 


We currently live in an exciting period where the theories of 
anarchism have the ability to be viewed as practically the last 
remaining option for the emancipation of humanity against 
Capitalism. With the fall of the Berlin Wall and the resulting 
liquidation of the Communist bloc, we can assess the impact 
and complete failure of authoritarian-Marxist regimes in 
providing anything for the working class other than a useful 
model of how not to impose Socialism. It will be extremely 
difficult for Marxist-Leninists to shake off the baggage of the 
bureaucratic Stalinist police state in order to appeal to any sort 
of wider audience in the future. Likewise, with the cult-like 
mentality and almost comical factionalizing, splintering and 
sectarianism that exists amongst the various Maoist and 
Troskyist groups, it doesn't appear that we'll be seeing any 
positive contributions to the anti-capitalist struggle coming out 
of these camp anytime soon. Prospects on the not-so-far left are 
hardly more appealing. Most of what passes for orthodox 
“socialist” groups nowadays can only be viewed. as liberal 
reformists, and on the whole, quite accommodating to the 
Capitalist ruling class. 

With discontent growing steadily on a global level we can 
see spontaneous manifestations of anti-Capitalist struggle in the 
form of scattered strikes, riots, protests, and in some areas, full 
fledged uprisings. Conditions are getting worse and worse for 
the oppressed, and the confirmed bankruptcy of authoritarian- 
Marxist movements leaves anarchists an important task to 
fulfill. With this opportunity staring us in the face, the question 
that should be asked amongst ourselves is - Are we able to 
fulfill this task? Giving an honest evaluation of the anarchist 
movement as it now stands, I would have to answer “No”. 

The “movement”, as we know it, is hardly more than a 
cluttered assortment of individuals and small groupings 
possessing differing, and often times contradictory, ideas of 
what anarchism is and not having the slightest clue as to the 
actual realization of these ideas. For all too long a majority of 
North Amcrican anarchists have shicd away from the subject of 
organization, and judging from the size, sustainability and 
effectiveness of the anarchist movements here in the States, 
Canada and Mexico, I would say that this is a foremost problem 
to overcome. | E 

To build the sort of anarchist movement that: 
take a prominent role within the global struggle, North 
American anarchists must start to seriously address the 
necessity for revolutionary anarchist organizations and 
federations. With this in mind, we have drafted a proposal for 
creating such a federation, which would encompass anarchist- 
communists from the New England region who acknowledge 
this need for anarchist organization, and wish to directly 
participate in its formation. 

Why build an anarchist federation? Because the 
achievement of an anarchist future will remain an impossibility 
unless we actively organize to make it reality. I believe that for 
our efforts of anti-capitalist and anti-statist struggle to be 
effective, we will need organization, coordination, and 
collective strength amongst ourselves, without which, we can 
hardly be perceived as any sort of threat to the ruling class. 
History has shown that without careful planning and 
organization, any kind of serious challenge to the dominant 
ruling powcr has proven casily defcated or clsc casily co-opted. 

On top of the general arguments for an anarchist federation, 
we must also take into consideration how often committed 
revolutionaries and activists overlook anarchism as a viable 
alternative to authoritarian-socialism simply because of what 
they perceive as lack of seriousness on the part:of the anarchists 
themselves. Much of what we would define as the authoritarian 
left - Marxist-Leninists, Socialists, Maoists, Trotskyites, etc, —- 
is comprised of a rank-and-file membership, who, a decent 
percentage of which, probably knows fuck-all about the politics 
of the groups they are apart of as compared to the varying 
opposing leftist groupings that they are not a part of. Some very 
dedicated activists (workers, students, etc.) join these groups, 
oftentimes strongly disagreeing with many policies and central 
beliefs held by the groups, because they see them as al least 





- serious about working towards the abolition of capitalism, the 


cnd of wage slavery, ctc. These arc people who arc often quite 
sympathetic to the ideas of anarchism, but see it as a pipedream 
that attracts a core of people with neither the seriousness nor 
the inclination for its realization. In other words, they are not 
prepared to waste their time amongst a bunch of dreamers 
when social, political and economic oppression is a reality that 
seriously effects their lives — they are going to put their energy 
behind what they feel can actually make a difference in the 
direction of radical social change (even if it doesn’t correspond 
100% with their own ideas of freedom and equality). 

Through organized regional anarchist federations, I believe 
that we can work towards dispelling the stereotype of the 
anarchist as the hopeless dreamer, and start to be seen as a 
strong and desirabie revolutionary force. 

Why form a regional federation over, say, a continental, 
nationwide, or coastal federation? One of the biggest problems 
that North American anarchists face is the sizable gcographic 
region of North America itself. To have semi-regular meetings 


or conferences that would effect the whole federation is asking 


alot of people in the way of travel; time off work, expenses, etc. 


pps o O a a 
anarchist theory aad practice. and penis ne nen for 


North American Anarchist Movement’) 


A practical solution to this problem is to federate regionally. 
Once a few regional federations are established, than we can 
talk about organizing nationally. New England is an ideal 
region in the way of organizing — it is geographically not that 
big, it has many industrial centers with an overall sizable 
working class, a large concentration of universities, a long 
tradition of radicalism, for the most part it can be labeled as 
fairly “progressive”, etc. 

Why build a specifically anarchist-communist federation? 
Of the various forms of revolutionary class struggle anarchism, 
we see anarchis(-communism as offering the highest degree of 
social, political and economic freedom. This is not to discount 
the many important contributions that other tendencics within 
the anarchist movement have put forward in advancing 




























ofganizing a specifically anarchist-communist federation will 


not be interpreted as an act of sectarianism on our part. We are 


not blind as to who are our allies in the struggle and who are 
our enemies. We wish to remain in full solidarity with other 
varying tendencies within the revolutionary anarchist 
movement, however, just as most anarcho-syndicalists 
effectively organize themselves within groups such as the 
LW.W. or the LW.A, we feel that it is equally important for 
anarchist-communists to have a federation structure in order to 
more effectively organize with one and other. 

What sort of structure would a ‘New England Anarchist- 
Communist Federation” take? Well, ideally we would agree 
upon a broad set of politics and strategy that provides a large 
degree of freedom for individual groups and members within 
the Federation. The only limit to this freedom of course being 
that what every individual does will have an effect on the rest 
of the federation. Therefore members have a great amount of 
freedom in what they do locally in their own cities and 
communities, but their overall responsibility is to the rest of the 
members. Decisions that effect the Federation as a whole would 
be decided at regional congresses, where each participating 
member would have an equal say and resolutions would be 
passed in a directly democratic manner. Decisions may be hotly 
debated, but at the end of the day the conference decision 
would be final (at least until it is overturned by participants of 
the federation at a later conference). It is through this tactical 
and theoretical unity that the Federation will build its strength. 
The key of any anarchist organization is to maintain efficiency 
while also maintaining as much a sense of direct democracy 
and bottom-up organization. 

The Federation, by definition, is a freely associating group, 
made up of many smaller groups. These groups would be 
encouraged to organize their own local campaigns, protests, 
solidarity actions, prisoner support, study groups, projects, 
bulletins, lectures, etc. that would be beneficial to their given 
area of New England. Decentralized action and initiative is one 
of the great strengths of the anarchist movement, and this 
autonomy should not-be stifled in anyway. 

All spokespersons, secretaries, laborers, etc, would be held 
accountable to the entire membership of the Federation, and no 


position of power within the Federation could become 


permanent. Federations also need to maintain a constant flow of 
information, communication and ideas within itself and should 
definitely not be allowed to become rigid or resistant to change 
as the needs of the membership change. 





_| spewing hazardous chemicals into the air, water, and land and 


The beauty of anarchist organization is that no structures are 
permanent and can be dissolved when the members no longer 
feel the need to maintain it! 

Their are many good examples of anarchist federations that 
we should all study for ideas and examples. From the Jura 


Federation (anarchist split from the First International — later — 


1880’s) to the C.N.T. / F.A.I. of the Spanish Civil War. From 
long-since defunct federations such as the Anarchist 
Communist Federation of North America to more recently 
defunct federations such as Love & Rage (North America) and 
Class War (U.K.) to the many thriving federations and 
organizations in various parts of the world, such as the 
Anarchist Communist Federation (U.K.), the Workers 
Solidarity Movement (Ireland), the LW.W. and the IW.A. 
(International), The French-Speaking Anarchist Federation 
(France and Belgium), The Awareness League (Nigeria), The 
Federation Anarchista Italia (Italy), etc. These groups produce 
plenty of literature about themselves and how they function, 
and it would be very beneficial for us ali to study exactly what 
it is that works for each organization and what does not, how 
effective they are, why some have remained effective while 
others have failed, and how we can apply these various models 
to New England. 

We will be producing basic study guides with contributions 
from many of these federations in order to generate ideas, 
criticisms and general discussion amongst ourselves, and to 
hopefully lay further groundwork in the direction of getting a 
federation off the ground. 

In closing we would like to strongly encourage responses 
from anyone who would be interested in taking this proposal to 
the next step — namely organizing a regional conference here in 
New England this summer and getting down to business! 


Initiative for a 
New England Anarchist Communist Federation 
c/o WE DARE BE FREE 
PO Box 390085 
Cambridge, MA 02139. 
email: <kronstadt@juno.com> 
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WOMEN’S RADICAL ACTION GROUP: 
“TAKE BACK YOUR LIFE!” 


BOSTON-— Over twenty people gathered to celebrate 
International Women’s Day in downtown Boston on March 6th 
with banners declaring “Take Back Your Life!” and puppets 
propped here and there depicting the horrors of toxic pollution. 
The rally focused on the connection between women's health 
and the environment, specifically the damage caused by 
corporations and big business. Speakers from the Toxics 
Action Center cited examples of local industries that were 











the coinciding rising rates of cancers, asthma and other 
environment-related diseases. Most importantly was the 
emphasis on community control of these factors that effect 
everyone - men, women, and children: The highlight of the rally 
was a puppet show that narrated the story of the P.C. Phillips 








Stoughton, Massachusetts, causing local families to become 
sick. Many bystanders were jolted by the story and demanded 
to know what could be done. The answer to that question can 
be nothing less than healthy dose of direct action! 















Company which massively contaminated the water supply in|. 
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BOSTON - Wobblies in the educational field are playing an 
active role in organizing the third national conference of the 
Coalition of Contingent Academic Labor (COCAL), which will 
be held in Boston Friday, April 16; and Saturday, April 17. The 
Boston Area General Membership Branch has endorsed the 
conference, and an IWW member will appear on a round table 
discussing strategies for organizing education workers such as 
the American Federation of Teachers, National Education 
Association, American Association of University Professors, 


United Auto Workers and United Electrical Workers. 


The ranks of contingent faculty are already enormous and 
continue to grow. For example, adjunct faculty -- which does 
not include graduate Teaching Assistants or Research 
Assistants — now comprise forty-seven percent of college and 
university faculty nationally, and will soon constitute and 
absolute majority. COCAL was formed to defend the interests 
of contingent faculty, most of whom are poorly paid, lack 
benefits, and work from semester to semester without promise 
of continuing employment. 

The third national conference takes place in the aftermath 
of several important victories for contingent faculty, including 
the strike for union recognition by graduate Teaching Assistants 


in the University of California system, and the Achievement of 


half-time status and full benefits by part-time faculty at UMass 


Boston. The conference will feature workshops on: How to - 
PERN 
zing < campaigns; ms; Legislative 





organize a graduate employee Union; Making alli a alliances, ‘ 





education; and Winning the support of undergraduate students. 


_ A Friday evening plenary panel will report on the state of 
the movement(i.e. adjunct faculty and graduate employee Z 


struggles) in North America. The location of that session is-not 
yet finalized u the all day session will be held at Amass 
Boston. pes 

COCAL — which includes part-time, adjunct, temporary, 
and non-tenure track faculty, as well as graduate student 
teaching assistants and research assistants — was formed at the 
concluding session of a second national conference of these 
groups held in New York City at the CUNY Graduate Center 


- last April. That conference was attended by more than 100 


contingent faculty activists, and followed by-about a year-and-a- 
half the first conference, held in Washington DC. 
For registration information contact Gary Zabel at 


_gzabel@mediaone.net or at 617/287-6530. The web site for the 


conference is at http://omega.cc.umb.edu/~cocal/. 


In the Boston area, Wobbly education workers helped _ 


organize a successful meeting at Suffolk University on the 


exploitation of adjunct faculty February 4. Some 30 faculty and 


students showed up to watch Barbara Wolf s documentary film 
“Degrees of Shame: Part-time Faculty: Migrant Workers of the 
Information Economy” and to discuss the situation at Suffolk, 
prompting an in-depth report in the student newspaper. Wobs 
have been meeting with adjuncts at area colleges and exploring 
the possibilities for organizing drives on a regional and/or 
campus by campus basis. 


TONY BLAIR IN MAINE? 





eR aS Dest (rover Launching 


BATH, ME - Bath Iron Works in Maine, a defense contractor 
for the US Navy, will be launching the “Winston Churchill 
(DDG 81)” Destroyer on April 17, 1999. And, there are rumors 
that British Prime Minister Tony Blair will be in attendance. 
All interested activist groups are invited to participate in a 
mass protest outside the gates of Bath Iron Works. If Blair 
attends it is almost certain to be a major national and 
international media event. 

- Maine Veterans for Peace, Plowshares Support Group and 
Peace Action Maine will be there, AND SO SHOULD YOU! 
(why not bring a pie or two... in case you get hungry, of course) 


Bath Iron Works is located approximately 30 to 35 miles north - ' 


of. Portland. - Contact info@proactivist.com for more 








Brazilian Landless 


i E - ; ==] 
Movement Comes to Boston 
ALLSTON, MA - Rogerio, representing the Sem Terra 
Movement in Brazil, spoke at the Jackson Mann School in 


Alliston on the evening of Friday, March 12. A small but 


enthusiastic group, composed mostly of members of the local 
Brazilian community, showed up to learn more of and lend 
support to the struggle of their landless brothers and sisters im 
Brazil. Supported by the PT, Boston(Workers Party of Brazil), 
and Global Exchange, the meeting sought to bring attention to 
Sem Terra Movement(MST) and to help bring activists 
together here in Boston. 
In order to combat the corporatization of their country, the 
Sem Terra Movement has mobilized many thousands of rural 
workers to organize themselves and occupy mills, factories and 
land which do not perform their intended social function. 
According to the Brazilian constitution, such land may be 
expropriated and put to use. To avoid expropriation, land must. 


maintain a certain level of productivity, respect labor as well as 


environmental rights, and the land can't be used to grow or 
process drug crops. Members of the MST and their families 
organize and occupy such lands, forcing the government to 
expropriate the land and give it back to the people. So far, 
some 200,000 families, totaling one million people, have 
received titles due to the action on the part of the MST, which 
has also helped to create 400 workers associations, 7 workers 
co-ops and 75 small industrial centers. Other achievements of 
the movement include an average working wage of one-and-a- 
half times the minimum wage, better working conditions, a 
steadily improving employment rate(now 22%, and may reach 
30% by the year 2000), and a boost in education and health 
care. Rogerio stressed that the MSTs immense strength is 
largely due to its push for social programs. 

In an effort to destroy the MST, the government first 


| criminalized its- activities, the occupation - of land and 





government buildings, which has resulted in fh arrests many 
MST leaders. The government has now introduced a bill that 
will make the process of expropriation impossible, and in an 
effort to divide workers, it continues to make life impossible 
for small farmers by imposing high importation and interest 
rates. The Workers Party of Brazil has organized protests for a 
World Bank committee to investigate the consequences of their 
own actions, but past instances make it clear whose side the 
government is on. In 1996, 150 military police opened fire on 
an MST group resulting in the deaths of 19 workers. 

Rogerio highlighted the effects of American national 
policies, such as NAFTA, on the people of Brazil as their own 
government promotes similar policies at home. He pointed out, 
however, that when such policies cripple an economy, tripling 
the national debt, the current government may not be able to 


continue smoothly for long, since the model for a Free Market | 


which they set, has completely failed. 

The meeting concluded with big hugs and call for 
international solidarity, followed by a gathering at local Café 
Brazil for food and discussion about how we can aid the 
landless struggle and organize from home. Two workers 
representing the Sem dema e at be i in town apain in 
early May. | 


A WORD TO THE maz 


The Sad Saga of the Anarchist Liberty Union 


KENNEBUNKPORT, ME - Many of you reading this article 
have, in the past, written to the Anarchist Liberty Union, 
hoping to join, or just looking for more info on the organization. 
Months later, if you hadn’t forgotten, you may have wondered 
why you never received a reply. 


situations from arising in other like-minded groups, we have 
printed this account of what we did wrong so that others may 
learn from our mistakes. 


The. anarchist Liberty Union had its roots in the punk 
scene. Because punk culture reinforced anarchist and 
revolutionary ideas in its members, there were always people to 
donate money, staff tables, or answer mail when whoever was 
doing it grew tired, left town, etcetera. When punk shows were 
banned in the Kennebunkport area, the cultural basis we had 
worked so hard to establish was destroyed, and various 
members of the anarcho-punk community, without music to 
hold them together, drifted apart, in effect leaving the two 
authors of this article alone in our commitment to and 
involvement with the ALU. 

Even if it were possible for two people to run an 
international movement, the arrangement wasn’t really keeping 
with the anarchist principles of non-hierarchy, equality and 
shared responsibility. Because we were basically running the 
ALU with our lunch moncy, it was not possible to involve the 
ALU members in our decision-making as much as we would 
have liked, or keep anyone updated on our actions. 

So where is the ALU now? The Kennebunkport chapter is 
in essence defunct, although we have been forwarding our mail 
to a comrade in northern Maine, so some of the mail is still 
being answered, eventually. Some of us have been working on 
a website although it looks like this goal won’t materialize in 
the near future. As for the fifty ALU chapters: we don’t know, 
only one ever responded to our last mailing. 

Clearly this state of affairs will prevent us from ever 
reaching our goal of promoting communication between 
opposing factions of the anarchist movement and unifying it 
enough to really accomplish anything. 


What advice would we give to others trying to do the same 
thing? 

Money - There is nothing romantic in poverty. As much as 
we don’t want to seem capitalistic or greedy, poverty is nothing 
but a hindrance to the growth of an organization which is built 
on printing and mailing mass amounts of literature. As for 
obtaining such resources, there will always be people in the 
punk scene willing to set up benefit shows, which is practical 
as long as your organization is relatively small-scale. 

Distribution of Responsibility - It seems contrary to 
anarchist tenets to be pushy or whatever, but it’s another 
necessity. If a few people take on too much responsibility they 











e reason is, the ALU basically fell victim to — 
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centralization, “hierarchy and apathy. 





will burn out quickly, with no one around to replace them. 
Also, when people take up responsibilities, even small tasks, 
they tend to become more concerned involved and active. We 
therefore recommend, though it can sometimes be 
uncomfortable, that everyone have a meeting, core group, etc. 
have their share of duties. 

Division of Responsibilities - There is some debate in the 
anarchist scene as to weather it is a good tactic, but we think 
the organization would have been more functional had the 
individual chapters taken- on. equal responsibility. The same 
philosophy of distributing responsibilities amongst local 
members applies to dividing among chapters (inter)nationally. 
Chapters will stay active if they are involved, and all the weight 
won't fall upon the shoulders of a single chapter. 

“Nipping it in the Bud” - The ALU would have lasted 
much longer and been much more effective had we made sure 
that the organization followed anarchist principles from the 
beginning. Instead, although we knew the ALU was top-heavy 
and unequal, we let it develop that way until it collapsed under 
its own weight. If something in your organization is out of line, 
make sure to correct it before it corrodes the entire structure of 
the project. 


If we had had this advice to follow, it’s quite possible the 
Anarchist Liberty Union would still be around. Obviously, 
these directives aren't set in stone, nor do (hey apply lo every 
anarchist group. They are just the things we’vé learned from 
our mistakes. If you would like to learn morc about what thc 
Anarchist Liberty Union stood for, write to: 

ALU 
P.O. Box 1209. 
Kennebunkport, ME 
; 04046, USA 
You: may eventually receive a reply, but we’re not promising 
anything. Also if any members of the ALU are reading this and 


know of any activities going on under the ALU banner, please 


let us know. We'd love to see someting started 2 again. 
_ Stay. strong, 7 
- The Si es Union 
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PRISON BOOK PROGRAM 


at 92 Green Street, Jamaica Plain, 
Boston, Massachusetts 


(in the basement of Red Sun Press; on the 
Orange Line: Green St. Stop) 


Dig into the PILES of letters from PRISONERS across 
the NATION and fill their requests for BOOKS. 


Donations of quality books appreciated: 
especially spanish/english dictionaries, people's history, 
and George Jackson! 


Call the Lucy Parsons Center at (617) 629-2649 


LOGGING PROJECTS 
STALLED AGAIN ON 
GREEN MOUNTAIN 
NATIONAL FOREST 


VERMONT - Last November, the Forest Sensit was ded 
their request for immediate logging and road construction in the 
Lamb Brook. The agency: previously. filed motions which would 
have allowed hundreds of acres of cutting and work on an, ATV 
superhighway wide enough for logging trucks. On November 9; 


- Judge Murtha of the US District Court reiterated his prior `` 


judgment of March 5, 1998, prohibiting any further harvesting 
or roadbuilding. This was just one step in the effort to keep the 
area around Lamb Brook wild. 

The 5,561-acre Lamb Brook area of the Green Mountain 
National Forest(GMNF) has been the site of the most. 
protracted public lands battle in Vermont. The environmental 
community has fought the Forest Service to stop this timber 
sale, and won an injunction when the agency's environmental 
assessment was determined to be * ‘arbitrary and capricious,” by 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service. Set on extensive 
roadbuilding and timber harvests in this critical black bear and 
neo-tropical songbird habitat, the Forest Service is at work on 
an environmental impact statement.  Environmentalists, 


however, in the community have stood strong in their © 


determination to protect Lamb Brook and have so far succeeded 
in stalling the processes which would lead to -mass 
deforestation of the area. 

The Forest Service has oo stopped new Torei 
plans after a recent timber sale appeal due to the presence of 
the endangered Indiana Bat, recently found to inhabit the 
national forest, but is still allowing nearly two dozen other 
active sales to continue. This comes in wake of similar 
endangered species appeals on other National Forests around 
the country. The agency is currently trying to determine what 
impact the endangered Indiana Bat will have on its timber 
program in the National Forest. 

A biological evaluation of the timber sales program, tite 
must be approved by the US Fish and Wildlife Service before 
any new timber sales will be approved, is in the works for the 
Forest Service. In spite of the presence of endangered species 
found in the Green Mountain National Forest, the agency has 
made no recommendations for greater protection on the existing 
sales. 

The controversial Lamb Brook timber sale which has 
prompted many protests in Vermont has not been re-proposed 
to date, but the Forest Service is still in the process of 
preparing an environmental impact statement which is 
necessary before any logging will be allowed. 

Native Forest Network(NFN) along with many other 
environmental groups have called for wilderness protection for 
this special area. This past Labor Day weekend, about 70 NFN 
and Nor’eastah Earth First members took to the Forest Service 
Headquarters in Rutland, Vermont for some creative 
vandalism. 

In May, a new Forest Service Supervisor for the Green 
Mountains, Paul Brewster, is due to take office, whether or not 
this will yield to developments in the fight to save Lamb Brook, 
is yet unknown. Another gathering, organized by Native Forest 
Network, is scheduled for Monday, May 3 at the Forest Service 
Headquarters, show up to tell them what you think of their 
plans to wreck the Lamb Brook! 


For more information and directions, 
please call: NFN (802)863-0571 
or e-mail: nfnena@sover.net 





Má 
SOCIAL 
ECOLOGY 


PLAINFIELD, VT - Social Ecology integrates the study of 
human and natural ecosystems through understanding the 








interrelationships of culture and nature. It advances a critical, 


holistic worldview and suggests that creative human enterprise 
can construct an alternative future, reharmonizing peoples 
relationship to the natural world by reharmonizing their 
relationship with each other. 

This interdisciplinary approach draws on studies in the 
natural sciences, feminism, anthropology and philosophy to 
provide a coherent radical critique of current anti-ecological 
trends, and to offer a reconstructive, communitarian and ethical 
approach to social life. In response to the challenge of creating 
an ecological society, social ecology provides a critical analysis 
and suggests a process for building sustainable community 
structures through the integration of theory and practice. Using 
Central Vermont as a laboratory, the Institute for Social 
Ecology explores bioregional solutions to global problems. 

The Institute for Social Ecology was established in 1974 at 
Goddard College and incorporated in 1981 as an independent 
institution of higher education for the purposes of research, 


education and outreach in the field of social ecology. The 


Institutes educational programs have served more than 3,000 
students worldwide. The ISE offers workshops, conferences, 
and colloquia, as well as its Summer Semester and BA/MA 
program. 

The 1999 Summer Semester will consist of two distinct 


- programs: Planning, Design, and Construction for Sustainable es 
Communities, which will explore ecological approaches to. 


architecture, land use planning, and building; and Ecology and 
Community, a program composed’ of practice, seminars, 
lectures and workshops which will focus on issues in social 
ecology including: green politics, ecofeminism, community 
development, sustainable international development, health- 


care, ecological activism, the impacts of globalization, ' 
“Indigenous rights, cultural politics, bio-diversity, genetic 


engineering, environmental racism and environmental justice. 

The Ecology and Community Program also serves as the 
starting point for ‘those ‘pursuing degrees through the 
Goddard/ISE BA/MA program in Social Ecology, a unique 
approach to education which combines intensive- residential 
work with off-campus study. 


For more information on the Instit 





summer program, please visit: 
http://ise.rootmedia.org/ 
or email ise@igc.org 


Getting On The Road: 
Atlantic Anarchist Circle 


After the successful December 12-13 workshop on 
anarchist organizing, the Resources Working Group of 
the AAC wants to keep up the momentum and is 
developing plans for an AAC Organizing Tour to cover 
our entire region. Patrick Borden has agreed to take time 
out and spend five or six weeks during April and May to 
visit anarchist groups in the region. Where there is no 
group, he will be glad to meet with individuals. Our plans 
are just beginning to shape up (details to follow). Our 
major objectives are: 

1) Strengthening the organizational ties and structure 
of the AAC by bringing the comrades and groups closer 
together. 

2) Outreach to prospective members: Spreading our 
ideas by way of discussion, lectures, informal get- 


togethers, etc. Letting the public know of our existence} 


and getting people involved. 
3) Developing the organizing skills of our members. 


We would like to have your input and support. Please 
tell us what your group would expect to accomplish. Give 
us your suggestions. Would you like to arrange a 
workshop? A lecture? A brainstorming session? Can you 
help raise funds for the tour? Can you arrange for 
sleeping accommodations? Local transportation? Etc. 

Send your questions and comments to the Atlantic 
Anarchist Circle, Resources Working Group, Attn: Bob 
Erler, 339 Lafayette St., Room 202, New York, NY, 
10012. 
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International Conference on the 


Politics of Libertarian 
Municipalism and Social Ecology 


August 27th-29th -- Plainfield, Vermont 


VERMONT - A total of 125 people attended the first 
international conference on “The Politics of Social Ecology: 
Libertarian Municipalism” held in Lisbon, Portugal, from 
August 26-28, 1998. To follow up the successful Lisbon 
conference, a second conference will be held at the Institute of 
Social Ecology in Plainfield, Vermont. 

Like the Lisbon conference, the format of the Vermont 
conference will include a broad spectrum of lectures, plenaries, 
roundtables, and thematic workshops, as well as discussions of 
local experiences. It is emphasized that the conference focus 
will be neither on educating the general public nor on assessing 
libertarian municipalism as a political philosophy. Rather it 
will be a working conference. Many participants will be 
traveling to Plainfield over long distances and at great expense 
with the expectation of building a movement with others who 
share their commitment. We therefore ask that participants 
share a common principled support for libertarian 
municipalism. 

To register for the conference, write to: 
International Organizing Committee (IOC) 
PO Box 111, Burlington, VT 05402, USA 


PROMETHEUS RADIO TOUR 


CONVERGES ON LOCAL LOW- 
POWER TOWN AY” 


ALLSTON, 

On the Sn Se NY 
Friday, February 19, 

the Citizens’ tcs | 
Corps (CMC) held a 


Low-Power Town 
Meeting at the 
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Jackson-Mann 
School, in. Union 
Square, Allston. 


Joining the meeting, 
presided _Over by 


the CMC, were Petri 


in Philadelph a and A 
Joan D? Arc of Radio 
Free Memphis amidst- 
their Prometheus Radio Tour EN ae 
. The Citizens’ Media Corps grew from the corpse of Radio 
Free Allston after the FCC shut it down in the summer of 1997. 
Since then the CMC has been working within the local 
community building interest and activity in low-power radio. 

The meeting focused on the new FCC proposal regarding |. 
low-power radio stations and how communities might be able 
to make this proposal work for themselves instead of corporate 
interests. A discussion on the importance of an organized 
community response to the FCC ensued, converging on several 
key points. 

As far as community radio goes, speakers stressed the 
importance of non-commercial, ten-watt stations, especially in 
urban areas. The group generally agreed that licensing priority 
be given to existing community media centers and that a low- 
cost in licensing and station set-up be maintained for all non- 
profit stations. 

-The group consented that it would like to see the FCC also 
give priority to non-profit organizations with significant 
community membership, when it comes time to dole out the 
new licenses; the majority of which should, at all power levels, 
be non-commercial. 

Some dissension arose around the issues of low-power 
radio for educational purposes at the disposal of the public 
school system. Whereas radio should be an educational tool, it 
is difficult to imagine the social benefits of community radio in 
the hands of the state. Also subject to disagreement was the 
concept of local content regulations and requirements and the 
allowance of higher wattage commercial stations in areas where 
non-commercial 10-watt stations exist. 

The general consensus of the meeting was an insistence on 
a “bottom-up approach.” That’s to say priority must be given to 
non-commercial stations at 100 and 1,000 watts before 
commercial licenses are issued at those power levels. Though 
this approach may be less useful in non-urban areas, where 
non-profit entities may need 1,000 watts to reach a constituency 
which is geographically dispersed. 


| To get involved or for more information on the struggle for Free 


Radio in Boston contact: 
Citizens’ Media Corps/Radio Free Allston 
c/o Stephen Proviser 
23 Winslow Road 
Brookline, MA 02446 
<www.radfrall.org/> 


The entire FCC proposal is available at: 
http://www. fec.gov/Bureaus/Mass_ Media/Notices/1999/ 
fcc99006. txt 












ANARCHIST / ANARCHIST-RELATED ORGANIZATIONS 


We Dare Be Free Boston Anarchist 
PO Box 390085 Speakers Series (BASS) 
Cambridge, MA 02139 c/o Lucy Parsons Centér 
259a Elm St. 
Somerville, MA 02144 
Anarchist Voice of Cambridge Anarchist Archives 
45 Clifton St. Project 
Cambridge, MA 02140 PO Box 1323 


Cambridge, MA 02238 








RADICAL INFOSHOPS / BOOK DISTRIBUTORS 


Firecracker Autonomy Center 


Lucy Parsons Center 
259a Elm St. 72 Franklin St. 
Somerville, MA 02144 Worcester, MA 01608 
(617) 629-2649 (508) 753-4002 
Anarchist Web of Action 


Resources and Education 
http://members.tripod.com/~be AWARE 


Perennial Books (A-Distribution) 
PO Box B14 
Montague, MA 01315 
(413) 587-0106 





Hampshire College Anarchist Stady — International Solidarity Campaign - 


Group / Mutual Aid Group PO Box 390085 
c/o Box 627 | Cambridge. MA 02139 
Hampshire College = See 


Amherst, MA 01002-5001 


To Whom It May Concern Project 
PO Box 410433 
Cambridge, MA 02141 








INDUSTRIAL WORKERS OF THE WORLD 


LW.W. Boston LW.W. Pioneer Valley Group 
General Membership Branch / PO Box 154 
Education Workers 1U620 Northampton, MA 01061 
PO Box 391724 (413) 549-1143 
Cambridge, MA 02139 
(617) 469-5162 
ANTERACIST ACTION 
ARA Boston ARA Providence | _ARA Vergennes ARA Richmond 
oe Astor Station PO Box 1111 * PO Box 220 PO Box 36 
2 ; - PO Box 230564 Hope Valley, RI 02832 Vergennes, VT 05477 Richmond, VT 05477 
Boston, MA 02123-0564 ; 








ANARCHIST BLACK CROSS / PRISONER SUPPOR 





1.W.W. Monpelier Branch 
; PO Box 1285 
Monpelier, VT 05601 
(802) 229-1719 


LW.W. Providence Branch 
68 Dexter St. 
Providence, RI 02909 
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ABC Maine / Victory Gardens ABC Vermont ABC-SG Conneticut Prison Book - 
l RFD #1 / PO Box 6025 PO Box 1444 65 Lilac Lane - 92 Green St. 
| _Athens, ME 04912 Burlington, VT 05402 Fairfield, CT 06432-2323 Jamaica Plain, MA 02130 
| ies Neen SERS Amherst, MA 01002 | 
| Veta ae ad ae 

FOOD NOT BOMBS | eee | a 

Boston Food Not Bombs Waterbury Food Not Bombs Hartford Food Not Bombs Worcester Food Not Bombs 
PO Box 9183 955 Mass. Ave. 39 Ridgefield Ave. 150 Woodrow Ave. 72 Franktin St. 
Cambridge. MA 02139 Waterbury, CT 06705 Hartford, CT 06107 Worcester, MA 01608 
(617) 787-3436 (203) 574-0320 (860) 521-5635 (508) 752-1952 


New Haven Food Not Bombs Northampton Food Not Bombs Portland Food Not Bombs 


PO Box 2292 94 Paradise St. PO Box 6796 21 Potowomut Rd. 
Meriden. CT 06450 Chicopee, MA 01020 Portland, ME 04101 North Kingstown, RI 02852 
(203) 630-3865 (413) 532-8273 (207) 780-0472 (401) 885-0863 
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RADICAL ECOLOGICAL ACTIVISM 















Willimantic, CT 06226 


Providence Food Not Bombs 





ANARCHO-PUNK FEDERATION 


Connecticut APF Maine APF New Hampshire APF 
c/o Us Against Them c/o Autonomous Action c/o A New World In Our Hearts 
107 Occum 3 Vaughn St. RFD #2 Box 172 
87 Windham St. Farmingdale, ME 04344 Peterborough, NH 03458 





Biodiversity Liberation Front Native Forest Network Mass Direct Action Martha’s Vineyard Earth First! 
PO Box 804 PO Box 57 PO Box 484 RR1 Box381A 
Burlington, VT 05402 Burlington, VT 05402 Somerset, MA 02726 Martha’s Vineyard, MA 02568 
Mass Earth First! New Hampshire Earth First! Maine Earth First! Wassumkeag Earth First! 
PO Box 35 PO Box 4101 PO Box 183 PO Box 869 
| Montague, MA 01351 Portsmouth, NH 03802 Harmony, ME 04942 Searsport, ME 04974 
| 
| FIGHT THE POWER THAT TRIES- < MISCELLANEOUS 
NE eek 5a EP BR 
NRO m ER i y , , 
| y PE J eh 4p (oo OS Queer Revolt Institute For Social Ecology Treeflesh Bikes Not Bombs Womens Radical 
| ATRAS IA % (Y PO Box 380941 PO Box 89 PO Box 869 59 Amory St. #103A Action Group (WRAG) 
| 5 oa Y) ) Cambridge, MA 02238-0941 Plainfield, VT 05667 Searsport, ME 04974 Roxbury, MA 02119 PO Box 390085 
a n ee | 3 Cambridge, MA 02139 
Sa” 2 ES 
| LP @ NS JI IN Vermont Chiapas Students Organizing Boston Encuentro / Boston Animal Defense 
| IN y > a SE Action Network Unity and Liberation (SOUL) Gathering For Humanity League/Coalition to Abolish 
| Na Y) Y 73 Main St. Box 19 PO Box 132, 51 Roxbury St. and Against Neoliberalism the Fur Trade 
| Montpelier, VT 05602 Roxbury, MA 02119 PO Box 204 PO Box 381855 
Boston, MA 02130 Cambridge, MA 02238-1855 
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Anarchism € American Traditions 






by Voltairine de Cleyre 


American traditions, begotten of religious rebellion, small self- 
sustaining communities, isolated conditions, and hard pioneer 
life, grew during the colonization period of one hundred and 
seventy years -- from the settling of Jamestown to the outburst of 
the Revolution. This was in fact the great constitution-making 
epoch, thé period of charters guaranteeing more or less of 
liberty, the general tendency of which is well described by 
William Penn in speaking of the charter for Pennsylvania: “I 
want to put it out of my power, or that of my successors, to do 
mischief.” 

The revolution is the sudden and unified consciousness of these 
traditions, their loud assertion, the blow dealt by their 
indomitable will against the counter force of tyranny, which has 
never entirely recovered from the blow, but which from then 


until now has gone on remolding and regrappling the- 


instruments of governmental power, that the Revolution sought 
to shape and hold as defenses of liberty. 

To the average American of today, the Revolution means the 
series of battles fought by the patriot army with the armies of 
England. The millions of school children who attend our public 
schools are taught to draw maps of the siege of Boston and the 
siege of Yorktown, to know the general plan of the several 
campaigns, to quote the number of prisoners of war surrendered 
with Burgoyne; they are required to remember the date when 
Washington crossed the Delaware on the ice; they are told to 
“Remember Paoli,” to repeat “Molly Stark’s a widow,” to call 
General Wayne “Mad Anthony Wayne,” and to execrate 
Benedict Arnold; they know that the Declaration of 
Independence was signed on the Fourth of July, 1776, and the 
Treaty of Paris in 1783; and they think they have learned the 
Revolution — blessed be George Washington! They have no idea 
why it should been called a “revolution” instead of the “English 
War,” or any similar title: it’s the name of it, that’s all, And 
name-worship, both in child and adult, has acquired such 
mastery of them, that the name “American Revolution” is held 
sacred, though it means to them nothing more than successful 
force, while the name “Revolution” applied to a further 
possibility, is the spectre detested and abhorred. In neither case 
have they any idea of the content of the word, saved that of 
armed force. That has already happened, and long happened, 
which Jefferson foresaw when he wrote: 


“The spirit of the times may alter, will altar. Our rulers will 
become corrupt, our people careless. A single zealot may become 
persecutor, and better women and men be their victims. It can 
never be too often repeated that the time for fixing every 
essential right, on a legal basis, is while our rulers are honest, 


ourselves united. From the conclusion of this war we shall be 


going down hill. It will not then be necessary to resort every 
moment to the people for support. They will be forgotten, 
therefore, and their rights disregarded. They will forget 
themselves in the sole faculty of making money, and will never 
think of uniting to effect a due respect for their rights. The 
shackles, therefore, which shall not be knocked off at the 
conclusion of this war, will be heavier and heavier, till our rights 
shall revive of expire in a convulsion” 


To the men and women of that time, who voiced the spirit of 
that time, the battles that they fought were the least of the 


Revolution; they were the incidents of the hour, the things they- 


met and faced as part of the game they were playing; but the 
stake they had in view, before, during, and after the war, the real 
Revolution, was a change in political institutions which should 
make of government not a thing apart, a superior power to stand 
over the people with a whip, but a serviceable agent, responsible, 
economical, and trustworthy (but never so much trusted as not 
to be continually watched), for the transaction of such business 
as was the common concern and to set the limits of the common 
concern at the line of where one person’s liberty would encroach 
upon another’s. 

They thus took their starting point for deriving a minimum of 
government upon the same sociological ground that the modern 
Anarchist derives the no-government theory; viz., that equal 
liberty is the political ideal. The difference lies in the belief, on 
the one hand, that the closest approximation to equal liberty 
might he best secured by the rule of the majority in those matters 
involving united action of any kind (which rule of the majority 
they thought it possible to secure by a few simple arrangements 
for election), and, on the other hand, the belief that majority rule 
is both impossible and undesirable; that any government, no 
matter what its forms, will be manipulated by a very small 
minority, as the development of the States and United States 
governments has strikingly proved; that candidates will loudly 
profess allegiance to platforms before elections, which as officials 
in power they will openly disregard, to do as they please; and 
that even if the majority will could be imposed, it would also be 
subversive of equal liberty, which may be best secured by leaving 
to the voluntary association of those interested im the 
management of matters of common concern, without coercion of 
the uninterested or the opposed. 

Among the fundamental likeness between the Revolutionary 
Republicans and the Anarchists is the recognition that the little 
must precede the great; that the local must be the basis of the 
general; that there can be a free federation only when there are 
free communities to federate.; that the spirit of the latter is 
carried into the councils of the former, and the local tyranny 
may thus become an instrument for general enslavement. 
Convinced of the supreme importance of ridding the 
municipalities of the institutions of tyranny, the most strenuous 
advocates of independence, instead of spending their efforts 
mainly in the general Congress, devoted themselves to their home 
localities, endeavoring to work out of the minds of their 
neighbors and fellow-colonists the institutions of entailed 
property, of a State-Church, of a class-divided people, and the 


institution of African slavery itself. Though largely unsuccessful, 
it is to the measure of success they did achieve that we are 
indebted for such liberties as we do retain, and not to the general 
government. They tried to inculcate local initiative and 
independent action. The author of the Declaration of 
Independence, who in the fall of 1776 declined re-election to 
Congress in order to return to Virginia and do his work in his 
own local assembly, in arranging there for public education 
which he justly considered a matter of “common concern,” said 
his advocacy of public schools was not with any “view to take its 
ordinary branches out of the hands of private enterprise, which 
manages so much better the concerns to which it is equal”; and 
in endeavoring to make clear the restrictions of the Constitution 
upon the functions of the general government, he likewise said: 


“Let the general government by reduced to foreign concerns 
only, and let our affairs be disentangled from those of all other 
nations, except as to commerce, which the merchants will 
manage for themselves, and the general government may be 
reduced to a very simple organization, and a very inexpensive 
one; a few plain duties to be performed by a few servants.” 

This then was the American tradition, that private enterprise 
manages better all that to which it is equal. Anarchism declares 
that private enterprise, whether individual or cooperative, is 
equal to all the undertakings of society. And it quotes the 
particular two instances, Education and Commerce, which the 
governments of the States and of the United States have 
undertaken to manage and regulate, as the very two which in 
operation have done more to destroy American freedom and: 
equality, to warp and distort American tradition, to make of 
government a mighty engine of tyranny, than any other cause, 
save the unforeseen developments of Manufacture. 

It was the intention of the Revolutionists to establish a system 
of common education, which should make the teaching of history 
one of its principal branches; not with the intent of burdening 
the memories of our youth with the dates of battles or the 
speeches of generals, nor to make the Boston Tea Party Indians 
the one sacrosanct mob in all history, to be revered but never on 
any account to be imitated, but with the intent that every 
American should know to what conditions the masses of people 
had been brought by the operation of certain institutions, by 
what means they had wrung out their liberties, and how those 
liberties had again and again been filched from them by the use 
of governmental force, fraud, and privilege. Not to breed 
security, laudation, complacent indolence, passive acquiescence 
in the acts of a government protected by the label “home-made,” 
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entrusted with power to encroach upon the sphere of individual 
action — this was the prime mofive of the Revolutionists in 
endeavoring to provide for common education. 

“Confidence,” said the revolutionists who adopted the 
Kentucky Resolutions, “is everywhere the parent of despotism; 


free government is founded in jealousy, not in confidence; it is. 


jealousy, not confidence, which prescribes limited constitutions 
to bind down those whom we are obliged to trust with power; our 
Constitution has accordingly fixed the limits to which, and no 
further, our confidence may go... In questions of power, let no 
more be heard of confidence in humans, but bind them down 
from mischief by the chains of the Constitution.” 

These resolutions were especially applied to the passage of the 
Alien laws by the monarchist party during John Adams’ 
administration, and were an indignant call from the State of 
Kentucky to repudiate the right of the general government to 
assume undelegated powers, for said they, to accept these laws 
would be “to be bound by laws made, not with our consent, but 
by others against our consent — that is, to surrender the form of 
government we haye chosen, and to live under one deriving its 
powers from its own will, and not from our authority.” 
Resolutions identical in spirit were also passed by Virginia, the 
following month; in those days the States still considered 
themselves supreme, the general government subordinate. 

To inculcate this proud spirit of the supremacy of the people 
over their governors was to be the purpose of public education! 
Pick up today any common school history, and see how much of 
this spirit you will find therein. On the contrary, from cover to 
cover you will find nothing but the cheapest sort of patriotism, 
the inculcation of the most unquestioning acquiescence in the 
deeds of government, a lullaby rest, security, confidence -- the 
doctrine that the Law can do no wrong, a Te Deum. in praise of 
the continuous encroachments of the powers of the general 
government upon the reserved rights of the States, shameless 
falsification of all acts of rebellion, to put the government in the 
right and the rebels in the wrong, pyrotechnic glorifications of 
union, power, and force, and a complete ignoring of the essential 
liberties to maintain which was the purpose of the Revolutionists. 
The anti-Anarchist law of post-McKinley passage, a much worse 
law than the Alien and Sedition acts which roused the wrath of 
Kentucky and Virginia to the point of threatened rebellion, is 
exalted as a wise provision of our All-Seeing Father in 
Washington. : 

Such is the spirit of government-provided schools. Ask any 
child what they know about Shays’ Rebellion, and they will 
answer, “Oh, some of the farmers couldn’t pay their taxes, and 
Shays led a rebellion against the courthouse at Worcester, so 
they could burn up the deeds; and when Washington heard of it 
he sent over an army quick and taught ‘em a good lesson” — 
“And what of the result of it?” “The result? Why -- why-- the 
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result was -- Oh yes, 1 remember — the result was they saw the 
need of a strong federal government to collect the taxes and pay 
the debts.” Ask if they know what was said on the other side of 
the story, ask if they know that the men and women who had 
given their goods and their health and their strength for the 
freeing of the country now found themselves cast into prison for 
debt, sick, disabled, and poor, facing a new tyranny for the old; 
that their demand was that the land should become the free 
communal possession of those who wished to work it, not subject 
to tribute, and the child will answer “No.” Ask them if they had 
ever read Jefferson’s letter to Madison about it, in which he 
says: 
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“Societies exist under three forms, sufficiently distinguishable. 
(1) Without government, as among our Indians. (2) Under 
government wherein the will of everyone has a just influence; as 


is the case of England in a slight degree, and in our States ina 





great one. (3) Under government of force, as is the 
idea of the curse of existence in these last, they must be seen: It is 
a government of wolves over sheep. It is a problem not clear in 
my mind that the first condition is not the best. But I believe it 





be inconsistent with any great degree of population, The second 


state has a great deal of good to it... It has its evils too, the 
principal of which is the turbulence to which it is subject. 

-But even this evil is productive of good. It prevents the 
degeneracy of government, and nourishes a general attention to 
public affairs. I hold that a little rebellion now and then is a good 
thing.” 


Or to another correspondent: 


“God forbid that we should ever be twenty years without such 
a rebellion!... What country can preserve its liberties if its rulers 
are not warned from time to time that the people preserve the 
spirit of resistance? Let them take arms... The tree of liberty 
must be refreshed from time to time with the blood of patriots 
and tyrants. It is its natural manure.” 


Ask any school child if they were ever taught that the author of 
the Declaration of Independence, one of the great founders of 
the modern school, said these things, and they will look at you 
with open mouths and unbelieving eyes. Ask them if they had 
ever heard that the man who sounded the bugle note in the 
darkest hour of the Crisis, who roused the courage of the 
soldiers when Washington saw only mutiny and despair ahead, 
ask them if they know that this man also wrote, “Government at 
best is a necessary evil, at worst an intolerable one,” and if they 
are a little better informed than the average they will answer, 
“Qh well, he [Thomas Paine] was an infidel!” Catechize him 
about the merits of the Constitution which they have learned to 
repeat like a poll-parrot, and you will find their chief conception 
is not of the powers withheld from Congress, but of the powers 
granted. 

Such are the fruits of government schools, We, the Anarchists, 
point to them and say: If the believers in liberty wish the 
principles of liberty taught, let them never entrust that 
instruction to any govérnment; for the nature of government is 
to become a thing apart, an institution existing for its own sake, 
preying upon the people, and teaching whatever will to keep it 
secure in its seat. As the fathers said of the governments of 
Europe, so say we of this government also after a century and a 
quarter of independence: “The blood of the people has become 
its inheritance, and those who fatten on it will not relinquish it 
easily.” 

Public education, having to do with the intellect and spirit of a 
people, is probably the most subtle and far-reaching engine for 
molding the course of a nation; but commerce, dealing as it does 
with material things and producing immediate effects, was the 
force that bore down soonest upon the paper barriers of 
constitutional restriction, and shaped the government to its 
requirements. Here, indeed, we arrive at the point where we, 
looking over the hundred and twenty five years of independence, 
can see that the simple government conceived by the 
revolutionary republicans was a foredoomed failure. It was so 
because of : 1) the essence of government itself; 2) the essence of 
human nature; 3) the essence of Commerce and Manufacture. 
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Of the essence of government, I have already said, it is a thing 
apart, developing its own interests at the expense of what 
opposes it; all attempts to make it anything else fail. In this 
Anarchists agree with the traditional enemies of the Revolution, 
the monarchist, federalists, strong government believers, the 
Roosevelts of today, the Jays, Marshalls, and Hamiltons of then - 
that Hamilton, who, as Secretary of the Treasury, devised a 
financial system of which we are the unlucky inheritors, and 
whose objects were twofold: To puzzle the people and make 
public fmance obscure to those that paid for it; to serve as a 
machine for corrupting the legislatures; “for he avowed the 
opinion that man could be governed by two motives only, force 
or interest”; force being then out of the question, he laid hold of 
interest, the greed of the legislators, to set going an association 
of persons having an entirely separate welfare from the welfare 
of their electors, bound together by mutual corruption and 


mutual desire for plunder. The Anarchist agrees that Hamilton - 


was logical, and understood the core of government; the 
difference is, that while strong governmentalists believe this is 
necessary and desirable, we choose the opposite conclusion, No 
Government Whatsoever. : 

As to the essence of human nature, what our national 
experience has made plain is this, that to remain in a continually 
exalted moral condition is not human nature. That has happened 
which was prophesied: we have gone down hill from the 
Revolution until now; we are absorbed in “mere money-getting.” 
The desire for material ease long ago vanquished the spirit of 
‘76. What was that spirit? The spirit that animated the people of 
Virginia, of the Carolinas, of Massachusetts, of New York, when 
they refused to import goods from England; when they preferred 
(and stood by it) to wear coarse, homespun cloth, to drink the 
brew of their own growths, to fit their appetites to the home 
supply, rather than submit to the taxation of the imperial 
ministry. Even within the lifetime of the revolutionists, the spirit 
decayed. The love of material ease has been, in the mass of the 
people and permanently speaking, always greater than the love 
of liberty. Nine hundred and ninety nine women out of a 
thousand are more interested in the cut of a dress than in the 
independence of their sex; nine hundred and ninety nine men out 
of a thousand are more interested in drinking a glass of beer 
than in questioning the tax that is laid on it; how many children 
are not willing to trade the liberty to play for the promise of a 
new cap or a new dress? That it is which begets the complicated 
mechanism of society; that it is which, by multiplying the 
concerns of government, multiplies the strength of government 
and the corresponding weakness of the people; this it is which 
begets indifference to public concern, thus making the 
corruption of government easy. 

As to the essence of Commerce and Manufacture, it is this: to 
establish bonds between every corner of the earth’s surface and 
every other corner, to multiply the needs of mankind, and the 


_ desire for material possession and enjoyment. 


-~ The American tradition was the isolation of the States as far 
as possible. Said they: We have won our liberties by hard 
sacrifice and struggle unto death. We wish now to be let alone 
and to let others alone, that our principles may have time for 
a tat we cae become accustomed to the exercise of our 


they esteem the absence of these that they could in all fervor 
write; “We shall see multiplied instances of Europeans coming to 
America, but no man living will ever see an instance of an 
American removing to settle in Europe, and continuing there.” 
Alas! In less than a hundred years the highest aim of a 
“Daughter of the Revolution” was, and is, to buy a castle, a title, 
and rotten lord, with the money wrung from American servitude! 
And the commercial interests of America are seeking a world 
empire! 

In the earlier days of the revolt and subsequent independence, 
it appeared that the “manifest destiny” of America was to be an 
agricultural people, exchanging food stuffs and raw materials for 
manufactured articles. And in those days it was written: “We 
shall be virtuous as long as agriculture is our principal object, 
which will be the case as long as there remain vacant lands in any 
part of America. When we get piled upon one another in large 
cities, as in Europe, we shall become corrupt as in Europe, and 
go to eating one another as they do there.” Which we are doing, 
because of the inevitable development of Commerce and 
Manufacture, and the concomitant development of strong 
government. And the parallel prophecy is likewise fulfilled: “If 
ever this vast country is brought under a single government, it 
will be one of the most extensive corruption, indifferent and 
incapable of a wholesome care over so wide a spread of surface.” 
There is not upon the face of the earth today a government so 
utterly and shamelessly corrupt as that of the United States of 
America. There are others more cruel, more tyrannical, more 
devastating; there is none so utterly venal. 

And yet even in the very days of the prophets, even with their 
own consent, the first concession to this later tyranny was made. 
It was made when the Constitution was made; and the 
Constitution was made chiefly because of the demands of 
Commerce. Thus it was at the outset a merchant’s machine, 
which the other interests of the country, the land and labor 
interests, even then foreboded would destroy their liberties. In 
vain their jealousy of its central power made them enact the first 
twelve amendments. In vain they endeavored to set bounds over 
which the federal power dare not trench. In vain they enacted 
into general law the freedom of speech, of the press, of 
assemblage and petition. All of these things we see ridden 
roughshod upon every day, and have so seen with more or less 
intermission since the beginning of the nineteenth century. At 
this day, every police lieutenant considers himself, and rightly so, 
as more powerful than the General Law of the Union; and that 
one who told Robert Hunter that he held in his fist something 
stronger than the Constitution, was perfectly correct. The right 
of assemblage is an American tradition which has gone out of 
fashion; the police club is now the mode. And it is so in virtue of 
the people’s indifference to liberty, and the steady progress of 
constitutional interpretation towards the substance of imperial 
government. 

It is American tradition that the Judiciary shall act as a check 
upon the impetuosity of Legislatures, should these attempt to 
pass the bounds of constitutional limitation. It is American 


practice that the Judiciary justifies every law which trenches on 


the liberties of the people and nullifies every act of the 


Legislature by which the people seek to regain some measure of 
their freedom. Again, in the words of Jefferson: “The 
Constitution is a. mere thing of wax in the hands of the Judiciary, 
which they may twist and shape in any form they please.” Truly, 
if the people who fought the good fight for the triumph of simple, 
honest, free life in that day, were now to look upon the scene of 
their labors, they would cry out together with him who said: 

“I regret that I am now to die in the belief that the 
useless sacrifices of themselves by the generation of ‘76 to 
acquire self-government and happiness to their country, is to be 
thrown away by the unwise and unworthy passions of their sons, 
and that my only consolation is to be that I shall not live to see 
it.” 

And now, what has Anarchism to say to all this, this 
bankruptcy of republicanism, this modern empire that has grown 
up on the ruins of our early freedom? We say this, that the sin 
our fathers sinned was that they did not trust liberty wholly. 
They thought it possible to compromise between liberty and 
government, believing the latter to be “a necessary evil,” and the 
moment the compromise was made, the whole misbegotten 
monster of our present tyranny began to grow. Instruments 
which are set up to safeguard rights become the very whip with 
which the free are struck. 

Anarchism says, Make no laws whatever concerning speech, 
and speech will be free; so soon as you make a declaration on 
paper that speech shall be free, you will have a hundred lawyers 
proving that “freedom does not mean abuse, nor liberty license”; 
and they will define and define freedom out of existence. Let the 
guarantee of free speech be in every person’s determination to 
use it, and we shall have no need of paper declarations. On the 
other hand, so long as the people do not care to exercise their 
freedom, those who wish to tyrannize will do so; for tyrants are 
active and ardent, and will devote themselves in the name of any 
number of gods, religious and otherwise, to put shackles upon 
sleeping men and women, 

The problem then becomes, Is it possible to stir men and 
women from their indifference? We have said that the spirit of 
liberty was nurtured by colonial life; that the elements of colonial 
life were the desire for sectarian independence, and the jealous 
watchfulness incident thereto; the isolation of pioneer 
communities which threw each individual strongly on their own 
resources, and thus developed all-around men and women, yet at 
the same time made very strong such social bonds as did exist; 
and, lastly, the comparative simplicity of small communities. 

All this has disappeared. As to sectarianism, it is only by dint 


of an occasional idiotic persecution that a sect becomes 


interesting; in the absence of this, outlandish sects play the fool’s 
role, are anything but heroic, and have little to do with either the 
name or the substance of liberty. The old colonial de 
parties have gradually become the “pillars of society,” 


animosities have died out, their offensive peculiarities have bas 


effaced, they are as like one A ara pod icy Inde 
churches - and sleep in them. 


As to our communities, they are hopelessly and helplessly 
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not one that is provisioned to last a week, and ceetainly there is 


none which would not be bankrupt with despair at the 
proposition that it produce its own food. In response to this 
condition and its correlative political tyranny, Anarchism affirms 


the economy of self-sustenance, the disintegration of the great 


communities, the use of the earth. 


I am not ready to say that I see clearly that this will take 


place; but I see clearly that this must take place if ever again we 
are to be free. I am so well satisfied that the mass of humankind 
prefer material possessions to liberty, that I have no hope that 
they will ever, by means of intellectual or moral stirrings merely, 
throw off the yoke of oppression fastened on them by the present 
economic system, to institute free societies. My only hope is in the 
blind development of the economic system and political 
oppression itself. The great characteristic looming factor in this 
gigantic power is Manufacture. The tendency of each nation is to 
become more and more a manufacturing one, an exporter of 
fabrics, not an importer. If this tendency follows its own logic, it 
must eventually circle round to each community producing for 
itself. What then will become of the surplus product when the 
manufacturer shall have no foreign market? Why, then 
humankind must face the dilemma of sitting down and dying in 
the midst of it, or confiscating the goods. — 

Indeed, we are partially facing this problem even now; and so 
far we are sitting down and dying. J opine, however, that people 
will not do it forever; and when once by an act of general 
expropriation they have overcome the reverence and fear of 


property, and their awe of government, they may waken to the 


consciousness that things are to be used, and therefore men and 
women are greater than things. This may rouse the spirit of 
liberty. 

If, on the other hand, the tendency of invention to simplify, 
enabling the advantages of machinery to be combined with 
smaller aggregations of workers, shall also follow its own logic, 
the great manufecturing plants will break up, population will go 
after the fragments, and there will be seen not indeed the hard, 
self-sustaining, isolated pioneer communities of early America, 
but thousands of small communities stretching along the lines of 
transportation, each producing very largely for its own needs, 
able to rely upon itself, and therefore able to be independent. For 
the same rule holds good for societies as for individuals - those 
may be free who are able to make their own living. 

In regard to the breaking up of that vilest creation of 
tyranny, the standing army and navy, it is clear that so long as 
people desire to fight, they will have armed force in one form or 
another. Our fathers thought they had guarded against a 
standing army by providing for the voluntary militia. In our day 
we have lived to see this militia declared part of the regular 
military force of the United States, and subject to the same 
demands as the regulars. Within another generation we shall 





probably see its members in the regular pay of the general 
, government. Since any embodiment of the fighting spirit, any 
military organization, inevitably follows the same line of 
centralization, the logic of Anarchism is that the least 
objectionable form of armed force is that which springs up 
voluntarily, like the minute men of Massachusetts, and disbands 
as soon as the occasion which called it into existence is past: that 
the really desirable thing is that all people — not Americans only 
-- should be at peace; and that to reach this, all peaceful persons 
should withdraw their support from the army, and require that 
all who make war shall do so at their own cost and risk: that 
neither pay nor pensions are to be provided for those who choose 
to make killing a trade. 


As to the American tradition of non-meddling, Anarchism 


asks that it be carried down to the individuals themselves. It : 


demands no jealous barrier of isolation; it knows that such 
isolation is undesirable and impossible; but it teaches that by all 
individuals strictly minding their own business, a fluid society, 
, freely adapting itself to mutual needs, wherein all the world shall 
sie to all people, as much as each has need or desire, will 
res 

And when Modern Revolution has thus been carried to the 
heart of the whole world — if it ever shall be, as I hope it will — 


~ then may we hope to see a resurrection of that proud spirit of 


our early revolutionists which put the simple dignity of Humanity 
above the gauds of wealth and class, and held that to be an 
American was greater than to he a king, 

In that day there shall be neither kings nor Americans — only 
free men and women over the whole earth. 
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“Voltairine de Clone 


-Voltairine de Cleyre 
(November 12, 1886 - June 20, 1912) 


Like most radicals of her generation, Voltairine de 
Cleyre was: profoundly affected by the Haymarket 
Tragedy of 1886-1887. Remembered as one of the 
foremost American. exemplars of _ international 
anarchism, from the mid-1890’s until her death in 1912, 


de Cleyre remained in the news as one of anarchism's| 


“notorious characters. ” 
A fervent and sic public speaker, essayist 
and pamphleteer, de Cleyre was described by Emma 
Goldman as the “most gifted and brilliant anarchist 


women that America ever produced.” A prolific and 


popular collaborator on the principal periodicals of her 
time, de Cleyre’s works have appeared in Benjamin 
Tucker's Liberty, Abe and Mary Isaak’s Free Society, 
and Emma Goldman's Mother Earth, as well as the 
London based Freedom, and during the Mexican 


Revolution, Ricardo Flores Magon’s Regeneracion. 
Voltairine de Cleyre’s lasting contributions to the 
anarchist movement's great debates on such topics as 


sexual freedom, marriage, feminism, education, 


individualism, communism, violence, non-resistance and 


direct action are exceptionally perceptive and forceful, 
and full of lively critical intelligence. A seeker of truth 
rather than an asserter of dogma, de Cleyre seems never 
to have written a line that was cut and dried. 

More and more radical in her last years, she became 
openly critical of popular 
theorists, whom she felt were divorced from the day-to- 
day struggle for working class emancipation, which de 
Cleyre regarded as anarchism’s decisive battleground. 

Unfortunately, the career of this gifted and fiery 
anarchist was cut short by a tragic incident; she was 
wounded badly by a madman’s bullet, leaving her 
crippled for some eight years, until her death in 1912. 
She was buried in Waldheim Cemetery, close to the 
Haymarket Monument. 


“intellectual” anarchist 
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WORLD... 


ANARCHIST NEWS FROM AROUND THE GLOBE 











“We No Longer Face a Protest, But a 
Brutal Attack on Authority!” 
~ Emil Constantinescu, Romanian President 


ROMANIA - Over ten thousand miners laid’ down their tools 
on January Sth, demanding a 35% wage increase and a halt to 
plans to close two mines in the region. As the government 
refused to negotiate, thousands of miners began a more than 
200-mile march on Bucharest on January 18th. In a televised 
address, Romanian Prime Minister Radu Vasile demanded the 
miners fo renounce plans to take their protest to the capital. 

By the afternoon of their first day of marching, the 
government had banned all road and rail traffic in the 
immediate region. The miners continued their march on foot 
and in a caravan of some 300 vehicles. They first encountered 
Interior Ministry troops (about 2,500 strong) at a blockade of 
concrete slabs and rubble near the town of Bumbesti-Jiu. After 
a night of fruitless negotiations, the miners forcefully overran 
the roadblock. Local residents supported the miners by 
throwing rocks at the rows of police. Back in Petrosani, over 
1,000 women demonstrated in support of the miners. 

The next day the miners reached Targu Jiu, where they were 
received by thousands of residents with a standing ovation. An 
additional 2,000 miners from the Corj coal region joined the 
march there. Also waiting for the miners were another 2 ,300 
special Interior Ministry troops sent to stop them. Massive tear 
gas attempts failed to disperse the miners, who overran this 
cordon as well. 





‘Miners, 0 one wearing a helmet taken (rom Fi riot cops, after 
breaking through police barricades 


Militant Romanian Miners Attempted March 
on Capital Erupts into Mass Rebellion 


By January 20th, the march column, joined by hundreds of 
villagers, was estimated as large as 20,000 people. Farmers 
were providing marchers with food along the way. President 
Emil Constantinescu called an emergency session of parliament 
and threatened to use the Romanian army against the strikers. 

On January 21st, miners were confronted by police forces 
estimated at between 3,500-6;000 in the town of Costesti. 
Police were furiously attacked with stones and clubs by miners 
and local townspeople. According to official figures, 133 people 
were injured, including 124 cops. Many more were suffering 
from tear gas. “The miners attack in an organized manner, like 
an army,” complained one government spokesperson. Miners, 
now within 100 miles of the capital, took up the chant, “To 
Bucharest! To Bucharest!.” 

Several officials of other unions and locals called on their 
members to not support Jiu valley miners, but hundreds of 
miners from other regions were reportedly joining the march, 
often also overcoming roadblocks to get there. Schoolteachers 
in the Neamt and Maramures regions also went on strike. In 
several cities, Black Sea harbor workers were reportedly 
planning to strike, and 8,000 workers at two tractor and truck 
factories in Brasov called on the government to resign. 

The Interior Minister, criticized for weakness of the security 
forces, resigned. The strike was declared illegal and the capital 
city off-limits. A two-mile-long army convoy of tanks and other 
armored vehicles was reported moving toward Pitesti, about 75 
miles from the capital. The president threatened a state of 
emergency if the miners did not return home. The miners did 
not budge. Several generals and government ministers were 
fired. 

After previously proclaiming that he would never negotiate 
with the striking miners, a fearful president Constantinescu 
sent a delegation to meet with union leaders. The government 


had a in to the miners’ cds pir nae ees and to 


back toward the Jiu Valley More than 500 local pues 
threw stones at police after the buses departed. The miners’ 
march on Bucharest was temporarily brought to a halt. = 

Once the miners had agreed to abandon their march and 
return to work, the Romanian government, not wishing to leave 
well enough alone, publicly announced that Miron Cozma, one 
‘of the militant leaders of the miner’s union, along with three 
others had been arrested and sentenced by a high court to 18 
years in prison. Cozma appealed his conviction, but in a 


surprise move, the Supreme Court not only upheld the initial * 


conviction, but also added another 16 years to his sentence. 

As a result of this blatant provocation on the part of the 
Romanian Interior Ministry, the mining communities erupted 
once again. A new march on Bucharest was declared, and over 
2,000 miners made their way towards the Romanian capital in 
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Continental Caravan to Tour Europe 


NETHERLANDS - Several hundred activists from all over the 
world will come to Europe in May - June 1999, to participate 
in actions against the most important centres of power on the 
continent. The Headquarters of Trans-National Corporations, 
banks, institutions and parliaments will be the focus of many 
of these actions. 

The project was originally concieved of by KRRS which is 
the biggest farmers’ movement organization in India. Many of 
the participating activists will be coming from India, but the 
project is open for activists from all over the world to 
participate. It is anticipated that there will be about 500 
activists from India, and about 100 from other countries. 

The timing of the caravan will coincide with two major 
political events: the summit of heads of state of the European 
Union; and the summit of heads of state of the G8 (USA, 
Japan, Germany, UK, France, Canada, Italy, and Russia). The 
G8 meeting, on June 18th, will be the high-point of the 
caravan project, and will coincide with other actions going on 
at the same time at financial centres all over the world. 

The route of the caravan will stretch from the Netherlands, 
Belgium, the UK, Germany, France, Italy, Poland, to 
Switzerland. Sites of actions will include Shell Headquarters, 
Monsanto Headquarters, the Milan Stock Exchange, the World 
Trade Organization, Cargill, and Nestle Headquarters among 
others. 

The main political aims of the project are t point out the 
detrimental nature of global policy-making as it is, with 
particular emphasis on the current push for “free” trade and 
economic globalisation. The actions of transnational 
corporations, major financial centers, agribusiness, and 


biotechnology, are among the major issues focused on by the 
project. Third world debt, militarism, and nuclear power are 
also included. 

The organizers of the caravan project hope to bring the 
political contents of these issues close to people’s lives in all of 
the places where actions will take place. Through the actions 
of the caravan, a greater level of contact and co-operation 
between the many organizations involved can help build and 
strengthen a global movement. 

The idea for the Caravan originated in India, but has been 
discussed and approved as a Peoples’ Global Action project by 
the Convenors Committee of the PGA, which is made up of the 
following organizations: the Black Communities’ Process 


_ (Columbia), the Canadian Union of Postal Workers, the 


Committee of Female Workers of El Salvador, Confederation 
of Education Workers of Argentina, the Confederation of 
Indigenous Nationalities of Ecuador, Maori Independence 
Movement (Aoteoroa - New Zealand), National Alliance of 
People’s Movements (India), Reclaim the Streets! London 
(UK), Rural Organisation for Mutual Help (Mozambique), and 
the Socio-Ecological Union, which is a federation of more than 


- 200 groups mainly in Central and Eastern Europe. 


. PGA Action Tour 
INTER-CONTINENTAL CARAVAN 
c/o PO Box 2228 
2301 CE Leiden, Netherlands 
email: caravan@stad.dsl.nl 
webpage: http://stad.ds).nl/~caravan 








a roadblock promptly removed by miners 


protest of Cozma’s arrest. Armed with axes, chains: and clubs, 
miners proceeded to attack columns of police troops in the 
village of Stoenesti, about 85 miles southwest of Bucharest. 
The clash lasted three hours, with about 1,000 police fighting 
back with tear-gas grenades, rubber bullets and batons. Over 
100 people were injured, including over 40 police officers. One 
miner died from head injuries. In this latest clash, nearly 550 
miners were arrested and face potential prison sentences of up 
to 15 years if found guilty of attacking troops. — 

The Romanian interior minister has said that he does not 
expect any further outbreaks of violence from the miners. 

Since 1990, over 90,000 miners have lost their jobs. 68% of 
the Romanian population lives below poverty. Last fall, the . 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) suspended payments to the 
Romanian goverment as punishment for failing to more 
rapidly implement the international lending institution’s plans, 
which included shutting down some 140 mines and selling -off 
numerous state-owned industries. IMF officials arrived on' 
ae 20th to negotiate a new oe billion loan, on top of the 
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1990, ae er on UE three nn and in 1991 they 


marched on the capital once again and helped to bring down the 


first openly pro-capitalist government since the fall of the 


Eastern Bloc. They have a history of battling the former 
Stalinist regime as well. In 1977, the miners led the first 
uprising against Stalinist dictator Nicolae Ceausescu. They took 
Ceausescu’s envoy hostage and won a wage increase to boot. 


POLISH ANARCHISTS LEAVE FAR-RIGHT 
POLITICIAN WITH EGG ON HIS FACE 


POLAND - Polish anarchists spattered the head of the Italian 
far-right National Alliance Party, Gianfranco Fini, with dozens 
of eggs and snowballs at a lively protest held in Krakow, on 
February 20th. This attack came during Fini’s trip to Poland, 
organized by the ZChN, a Polish Christian nationalist party that 
is part of the ruling center-right coalition. 

Gianofranco Fini has attracted criticism from Polish leftist 
groups, who accuse Fini’s party of fascism despite it 
supposedly cutting all links with it’s neo-fascist past. 









ITALIAN ANARCHISTS HOLD 
BABY JESUS HOSTAGE 


ITALY - On Sunday, January 3rd, anarchists kidnapped the 
baby Jesus from the nativity scene set up in the northern city of 
Turin. The anarchists agreed to release their hostage in 
exchange for the release of Silvano Pelissero, an Italian 
anarchist who has been imprisoned since early last March. 

“Free Silvano Now or Jesus is Dead!” said an anonymous 
note sent to “La Repubblica’ newspaper and Italy's ANSA news 
service. A photo sent with the note showed the wooden Jesus 
statue clutching the front pages of two Sunday newspapers. 
That’s common practice in ransom demands, meant to show the 
victim was still alive and in captivity when the photo was 
taken. 

The ransom. note was demanding the release of Silvano 
Pelissero, an anarchist who was arrested along with Edoardo 





Massari and Maria Soledad Rosas last spring and charged with 


membership in an armed terrorist group and sabotaging the 
High Speed Train Project (TAY) | in Val Susa. Both Rosas and 
Massari committed suicide in the last year while serving their 
sentences. 

The artist who created the nativity scene urged that the 
anarchists’ demands be ignored. A copy of the baby Jesus 
statue was put in place of the stolen original. 





TOTAL LIBERATION CONFERENCE RESULTS 


IN FBI AND POLICE REPRESSION 





FLORIDA - Activists from all over the U.S. came to Boca 
Raton, Florida for the Total Liberation Conference, scheduled 
to be held at Florida Atlantic University, from February 12th- 
15th. Upon arrival, instead of enjoying a weekend of activities, _ 
workshops and panels, people were.subjected to illegal search 
and seizures, death threats, arbitrary detainments, and general 
police repression. 

The stated purpose of the conference was to provide links 
between social justice movements and-to educate people about 
the many different struggles currently taking place in this 
country and around the world. The organizers managed to 
encompass a broad diversity of radical activist groups, including 
MOVE, Anarchist Black Cross Federation (ABC-F), American 
Indian Movement (AIM), Food Not Bombs, Industrial Workers 
of the World (WwW), Liberation Collective (Portland), 
Feminist Collective of Syracuse, Animal Liberation Front 
(ALF), Green Anarchist (UK), among others. - 

The day before the conference was to begin, the FAU school 
administration was contacted by the Orlando police, who 
informed the school that the groups attending were “known 
terrorist” groups with a very probable intent to commit violence 
while in the area. Predictably, the school denied the organizers 
any use of the campus. Space was then immediately rented in a 
public park and word spread about the change of venue. 

Friday afternoon, within hours of the arrival of attendees, two 
FBI agents showed up at the home of the primary organizer and 
presented him with information which had been intercepted 
from his email account. They insisted that the conference was to 


__ be canceled and no significant contact made between the groups - 


_ Slated to present. The organizer then asked if they could go to 
the park to inform everyone of the cancellation (for the evening 
at least) and try to arrange housing accommodations. The FBI 
agents agreed with the stipulation that one police officer and 
one park ranger be present. 

That evening, conference attendees rolled into the park to 
find about 10 police cars; 30 local officers, a crime scene unit, a 
tactical unit, a canine unit, and several FBI agents on site. The 
first car pulled over was a van in which the Portland delegation 
had arrived (after driving for a week). The passengers were 


Squatted Bar 
Threatened by 


Dutch Bureaucrats 





`~ 





asked to get out of the car and sit down in dispersed places 
along the lawn. They were not allowed to move about of have 
contact with any of the other conference attendees which 
subsequently arrived, for more than three hours.. The van was 
searched thoroughly with no arrests or apparent probable cause. 


- When nothing was found the van was then gone over by various 


other agents and officers. . 
All other cars of suspected “terrorists” were similarly pulled 


over and passengers were identified and questioned by local ` 


police and FBI. In one case, a representative of the American 
Indian Movement was told (in front of his 9-year old daughter) 
that he would be shot on site if he did not keep his hands up as 
he was kept outside his van. 

After quick thinking by those present, a videocamera was 
ascertained and a police liaison was designated. While badge 
numbers, names and license plate number were collected, 
someone discretely filmed the police searching the vehicles and 
was able to document the ridiculous number and variety of 
cops, as well as their clear harassing intentions. 

By the graces of a few discreet sympathizers in the 
community, a meeting space was arranged for Saturday and 
Sunday, and the conference proceeded, escaping the watchful 
eyes and ears of the FBI and their police puppets. 

Finally, in an attempt of at least symbolic retaliation and 
protest, a press release was called at the Boca Raton police 
station on Monday moming. The “official” press seemed very 


moved by the accounts, and they not only interviewed . 


participants, but followed the organizers into the station to 
document complaints being filed and a police report being 
requested (which was, of course, not immediately available). A 
copy of thc vidco footage of the Friday incident was then 
released to the press, who agreed that the film “bolstered our 
allegations of harassment 100%.” The story then aired Monday 
night on NBC, CBS, Fox, and ABC news in Boca Raton. 

The event did, in all, come to a very just conclusion for those 
involved. As one activist so eloquently put it, “I am more 
convinced now, then ever in my life, of my civil duty lo act 
against the state. It was, indeed, an GE opener.” 





SPAIN - For the past year the Spanish CNT, an anarcho- 


, Syndicalist union, has been engaged in a campaign against 


unemployment, insecure labor and temporary help agencies, 





LANDS - After 18 y. ) years of be ing tolerated, Patijn imple 


(E s mayor) has decided to end the policy of turning a 


blind eye to squatted bars. Just another step in the “cleaning 

up” of Amsterdam to make it suitable for rich tourists and 
buinen After the junkies and the Moroccan youth, it’s 
now the squatters’ turn to be ‘cleaned up’. 

In a letter received by the squatters of ‘Vrankrijk’ it was 
stated that they would be given just two weeks to get all the 
Official licenses for running a bar. Failure to comply with this 
order leaves a very strong possibility of eviction for this 
longtime squatted bar. Vranknijk expects a raid from the HIT 
(licensed premises ‘intervention team’) to close the bar. 

This latest crackdown on unlicensed premises is a direct 
result of a letter from the Dutch Licensees Guild urging 
authorities to get tough in tackling “offenders”. This group was 
founded in 1994, and has quickly become a powerful lobbying 
body, although it remains unclear who they represent. 

Vrankrijk only wishes to retain its character as a non-profit 
squat bar run by volunteers. 

“We don’t intend to be pushed into a corner by bureaucrats 
who hate alternative cultures and who act solely in the interests 
of big business. Until further notice we’re still open to visitors 
- every evening, where you can financially support a range of 
actions and initiatives and still have a pleasant time...” 


implementation of E 30-hour et ee 
E With over three million unemployed, the Spanish - 


government is relying on the growth of temporary employment 


to lower the unemployment rate. Temporary employment 


agencies (ETTs) constitute 33% of the labor market in Spain. 
In 1997, a total of 1,299,895 workers were contracted through 
these slave traders to work for other companies. The numbers 
of workers leased to employers through the ETTs grew more 




















Militant Student Protests and Occupations 
Spread Throughout Greece 





GREECE - Since last November, a wave of school occupations 
and student demonstrations have shaken the very foundations of 
the Greek ruling class. This widespread student unrest comes 
as a result of the application of the new Arsenis Law, which 
directly connects education to the needs of the economy. This 
law attempts to significantly reduce access to higher education 
by instituting restrictive examinations and is seen as a direct 
attack on public education. It is part of a broader package of 
assaults the government says are needed to meet the economic 
criteria for Greece to enter the European Monetary Union. 
In the middle of December, over a thousand schools were 
occupied throughout Greece, peaking at nearly 2,000 just prior 
to the holidays. Many occupations were suspended during the 
two-week Christmas period. Despite a public campaign of 
threats from the government, which threatened to cancel the 
entire school year, as well as arrest and prosecute students 
found on occupied school grounds, over 800 schools were again 
occupied after the Christmas break. 


On January 15th, militant demonstrations took place in 
almost every city in Greece. Clashes broke out in many cities, 
with students and workers becoming involved in pitched battles 
with riot police. The teachers union declared a strike to 
coincide with the student action. In Athens, where over 15,000 
demonstrators brought the city center to a halt, 14 people were 
arrested. Two of them, Arban Belala, a 17-year old pupil, and 
Vasilis Evangelidis, a 30-year old anarchist and unemployed 
teacher, face heavy charges, including attempted arson. 
Evangelidis has denied the charges against him, and has 
declared a hunger strike against his imprisonment. 

On January 19th, another large demonstration took place in 
Athens, accompanied by minor clashes. On January 21st, even 
more student demonstrations took place in many Greek cities, 
with many erupting in open streetfighting with riot police, 
resulting in over 40 arrests. 

The student protests have provoked a government crisis, 
with the main opposition New Democracy Party submitting a 
motion in parliament of no confidence in the education 


| Spanish CNT Leads Fight Against Exploitive 
Temporary Employment Agencies 


_ETT's propaganda. aime 


Anarchists Hold Counter- 
Demonstration for Finnish 
independence Day 


FINLAND - The Finnish anarcho-syndicalist organization 
‘Solidaarisuus’ organized the third annual Finnish 
Independence Day counter-demonstration on December 6th in 


Helsinki. The demonstration was held outside the president’s ` 


palace in the city center, where the cream of the nation’s ruling 
class were invited to celebrate the independence. 

Over 500 people participated in the demonstration, shouting 
slogans such as “Down With The Leaders”, “Parasites”, 
“Finland Out From E.U.”, and “Power To The People, Not The 
Market”. Flags of the European Union were. burned, and 
speeches were held more or less spontaneously, by members of 
all kinds of leftist political organizations. Some police officials 
were pelted with eggs and snowballs, but were unwilling to 
make any arrests. The demonstration ended with a warm meal 
provided by Food Not Bombs- Helsinki. E 
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Finnish anarchists outside of the presidential palace 





than 60%, or 809,139 persons, over the figure of 1996. There is 
a 30% differential in the wages paid to a worker contracted 
directly by an employer and one gotten from an ETT. The 





guarantee less lab 
profitability. i l 

The main trade union organizations , the Workers’ 
Commissions (CCOO) and the General Union of Workers 
(UGT) are pushing for a 35-hour work week in order to create 
jobs. However, as the CNT has pointed out, the average work 
week is now 37 and a half hours per week so a 35-hour week 
would only mean a 2-hour decrease on average. Not enough, 
says the CNT. They are campaigning for a 30-hour week, with 
no cut in pay, as a way to share the work. 

Recently, on February 20th, the CNT held a large 
demonstration in Tarragona against ETTs. “AGAINST 
UNEMPLOYMENT, 30 HOURS!”, “TEMPORARY WORK = 
BOSSES’ TERRORISM!” AND “UNION, ACTION, SELF- 
MANAGEMENT!” were some of the slogans shouted by 
demonstrators. Many people also shouted against the unions 
that daily betray the workers (UGT, CCOO, CGT) and receive 
money from the State. Other large demonstrations have also 
taken place recently in Girona and Barcelona. 

The CNT fight against Employment Agencies (ETTs) is 
growing in the whole country. Expect to hear of more actions in 
the near future. 


‘Neither State, Nor Boss: Self-Management! 
Long Live Anarchism’ -- CNT-IWA 


Swedish Anarchist 
Demonstrators Proclaim: 
“Long Live Anarchism... 

Long Live Freedom!” 


SWEDEN - On Saturday, December 12th, in the middle of a 
busy Christmas shopping day, approximately 150 anarchists 
demonstrated in central Stockholm. Under the banner “Long 
Live Anarchism — Long Live Freedom,” the demonstrators 
moved unhampered through the central city shopping district to 
the beats of drums, and finally ended on the traditional workers 
quarter island of Sodermalm. An anarchist book stall was set 


up at both the beginning and the end of the demonstration, and . 


informational literature was handed out. 

The demonstrators wanted to profile the positive goals of 
anarchism, and not, as so often is the case, profile the negative 
aspects of the modern Capitalist society. 
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- Jof Liebknecht and Luxemburg in Berlin attracted an estimated 





MEXICO-— A grenade thrown by State Public Security agents 
exploded in the community of Union Progreso in the 
Autonomous Municipality of San Juan de Libertad the night of 
December 15, less than a week before the anniversary of the 
Acteal massacre. Under threat that the bloody massacre would 
be repeated, the residents of Union Progreso fled to the 


Zapatista Community Attacked 


Acteal, but the government is setting up the paramilitaries in 
order to finish the people off.” 

- Union Progreso itself is deserted. The sole PRI 
family, who live in the outskirts of Union Progreso, remains in 
the community, as if nothing happened. They are the only ones 
who deny that the police entered the community. Neither did 





mountain side empty handed and full of fear and anger. 

A correspondent from San Juan de la Libertad, 
Chiapas, along with other journalists and human rights 
observers, sent this account after meeting-with the persecuted 
community at their hideout. Wet, trembling with cold, hungry 
and unable to sleep, the families had traversed the steep and 
rain soaked slopes for six hours in the darkness. 

Three days before, an ambush on a road in nearby Los 
Platanos resulted in the death of one person and left seven 
wounded, including a PRI (the ruling party) leader in that 
community: In response, the Attorney General of Chiapas, 
Montoya Lievano, made a hasty and groundless accusation 
against the Union Progreso community as the perpetrators. 
They insist that the persecution is not justified. They had 
nothing to do with the ambush, they say. 

“They are persecuting us because we sympathize with 
the EZLN organization,” says the municipal agent of the town. 
“Since they can’t convince us [otherwise], they want to kill us.” 

Only last June 10th, several men from this 
community were assassinated by police forces. On that 
occasion, the forces of order “dismantled” the San Juan de la 
Libertad (El Bosque) Autonomous Municipality. Presumably, 
police and soldiers were executing arrest warrants related to 
the recent ambush when they attacked Union Progreso this 
time. | 

“Tt is an absolute lie, what the government is accusing 
us of, that we hid after assassinating the PRI’s. It’s they 
themselves who are divided and are killing each other. Or it 
might have been the police who killed them, in order to blame 
us,” says another man. According to several witnesses, on the 
same morning as the ambush, a group of police officers who 
were armed appeared in the area and said they were “lost.” 
However, the fugitives claim that they “couldn’t have known 
who did it,” as they were “in the community; peaceful.” 

“Yes we heard the shots,” the municipal agent says, 
“but we. didn’t know what it was until afterwards, until we 
found out that there. was a car in Bochil, covered with blood. 
But we didn’t think they were going to blame us.” 

After the attack, they realized the threats were real: 
BE ce ae 





ROSA LUXEMBURG 
DEMONSTRATION 
ATTRACTS 100,000! 


GERMANY- This past January 9th marked the 80th 
anniversary of the deaths of the revolutionaries Rosa 
Luxemburg and Wilhelm Liebknecht by the hands of the 
German military. This year, the traditional march to the graves 
























100,000 demonstrators. Two demonstrations actually 
congregated at the Friedrichshain graveyard: one organized by. 
the various mainstream socialist parties; the other by radical 
left groups. The red flags of the Social Democrats and Maoists, 
as well as the black flags of Anarchists and libertarian 
Autonome were flown. 

Rosa Luxemburg was an active revolutionary from 
Poland who came to be a searing critic of Lenin’s authoritarian 
and centralist approach during the revolution. (“Revolutions 
allow no one to play schoolmaster to them” is one of her 
famous quotes.) Both she and Liebknecht, who was an 
outspoken anti-militarist, were leaders of the German 
Communist Party (KPD) when the reactionary fascist Freicorps 
executed them in 1919. 

At this year’s demonstration, which grows in size 
each year, the radical left contigent was heavily attacked by 
brutal police forces. Many people were injured and thirty-nine 
were jailed for “rioting.” All this in the face of a new, so-called 
“left” oriented government which recently gained power in 
Germany. 


GERMAN LEFTISTS 
CLASH WITH FASCISTS 
OVER WAR DISPLAY 


GERMANY - On Saturday, January 30th, German leftists 
assembled in the town of Kiel to confront extreme right-wing 
protesters outside an exhibition about World War II atrocities. 
More than 1,000 extreme rightists were marching to protest the 


_ exhibition, which shows atrocities committed by ordinary 


German soldiers, as well as special SS units, in Eastem Europe 
during the war. Over 700 anti-fascists pelted both protesters 
and police with bottles and stones, injuring at least 10 people. 
Police ordered the march route shortened to try and contain the 
violence. 
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they hear any grenade explosion, which occurred 200 meters 


from their house. According to the refugees in the mountain, 
“they are friends of the paramilitaries in Los Platanos,” and 
they are happy because “they’ve been promised the lands and 
the animals.” 

Among the refugees are children who have been 
sleeping standing up. One little girl suffers from a sever staph 
skin infection and fever. About the previous night’s attack, one 
man says “That is how the government carries out the San 
Andres Accords.” 

Another older man states: “We want the crisis to be 
over, we can't live like this. The attack in June came when we 
were harvesting the maize. Now, when we’re cutting the coffee 
down.” There are no campfires on the mountainside because of 
possibly alerting police to their presence. Another voice: “We 
dont believe in their peace. Every time the EZIN 
representatives talk, the allacks come. Who's lo blame? The 
government.” 


LAPATISTA SUPPOR 





TERS KIDNAPPED, 


TORTURED 


URGENT ACTION NEEDED 


MEXICO- On February 6, two men from the community of La 
Mendoza, Chiapas, were detained and “disappeared” by the 

Mexican military. Human rights organizations were able to 

visit the two tzeltal indigenous men, Daniel Gomez Velazco 

and Jose Angel Gomez Velazco, who stated that they had been 

beaten and tortured following their detainment by the Mexican 

Army at the “La Peninsula” military 


checkpoint in the municipality of Ocosingo. 


The first reports of the capture of the two came from 
the driver of the van in which they had been traveling when 
they were detained. He stated that they had been blindfolded 
and beaten. The detainees reported the same, saying that the 
soldiers removed their shirts from them, so that they could use 


had denied their presence until human rights organizations 
were able to officially locate them there several days later. 
Interrogations of the two men continued at the PGR 
office, where they were once more tortured, beaten, and 
threatened with harm to their families if they did not sign a 
statement declaring they were Zapatista militants and had been 
carrying ammunition. During the interrogations they were 
shown a photo of one of them, taken in Mexico city during the 
“March of the 1111 Zapatistas” in September of 1997. They 
also noted that the interpreter they were given said that he did — 


International Political 
Prisoners Conference To 
| Be Held in Berlin 


GERMANY--A conference will be held this April to invoke 
international solidarity and demand freedom for political 
prisoners worldwide. In the face of increasing suppression 
under such code words as “counterinsurgency,”  “anti- 
terrorism” and “getting.tough on crime,” those who resist the 
onward march of global capitalism are being locked away. 
Some are murdered under the guise of the death penalty. The 
theme of the conference rings out as “No Justice, No Peace,” 
indicating the hypocrisy of “peace talks” and “human rights” 
when political prisoners are ignored, state-endorsed torture 
continues, and the death penalty remains. — 

Human rights organizations, solidarity committees 
and revolutionary groups from Palestine, Kurdistan/Turkey, 
Italy, the Basque Country and Germany are the organizers of 
the conference, which will take place from April ist to the Sth. 
Over the five days, working groups will focus on the struggle 
for international solidarity, state repression and resistance from 
below, resistance and organization inside prisons, women and 
imprisonment, the “disappeared,” and political justice and 
defense. 

Groups that will be attending include: Comision 
Argentina por la Libertad de los Presos Politicos, ODEP Chile, 
Autonomi Kollektivet Danemark, ARDIGUA Guatemala, Casa 
Andina de Solidaridad Chile, Human Rights Mouvement 
Sudkorea, International concerned Family & Friends of Mumia 
abu Jamal USA, and IHD Menshenrechtsvereine Turkei. 








not understand what they were saying. 
On February 9, the two Velazco men were sent to the 
judge (under case No. 32-99) and were accused of violating the 


_ Federal Firearms and Explosives Law, through the 


transportation of ammunition and of rebellion. The accused 
have most likely been transferred to the Cerro Hueco Jail in 
Tuxtla Gutierrez. 

The two men have been severely traumatiBed by the 
illegal incommunicado detention, beatings, humiliation, 
threats, and lack of food. Activists are demanding an end to the 
human rights violations of the detainees as well as repudiate 
the federal army's aim of incriminating the Zapatistas as 
suppliers of munitions. The two men are still in custody and in 

: it is vital 


| Public Ministry EST the PGR i in SEO which an 


Send letters of protest to: 


- Mexican Embassy 


27 East 39th Street 


. New York NY 10016 


(212) 217-6400 phone 
(212) 217-6411 fax 


email can be sent from this web page: 
http://www.pgr.gob.mx/frames/framej.htm 











In the organizers words: “International cooperation, 
support, help and solidarity is the prerequisite for the freedom 
and the protection of political prisoners. Until now, our 
cooperation has often been coincidental and sporadic, and 
rarely coordinated. This weakens us and makes our opponents 
strong. Án international struggle requires discussion. We want 
to start with this in Berlin. Let's bring together our analysis, 
experiences and perspectives. Freedom for all political 
prisoners worldwide!" 


Conference office: Yorckstr. 59, D-10965 Berlin 
fax: 069-78899902 

email: konferenz@libertad.de 

web: http://www. libertad.de 

Conference site: Alte Feuerwache, Tagungshaus, 
Axel-Springer Str. 40/41, 10969 Berlin-Kreuzberg. 
Pre-registration requested 
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NYC’S ‘DOS BLOCOS’ FACING 
IMMINENT EVICTION 


} 


| NEW YORK CITY - Dos Blocos, one of the few remaining 


squats in New York’s Lower East Side, has been issued an 
eviction notice. The 6-year old squat located at 9th and Ave. E, 
was bought a year and a half ago by Milton Rinzler of East 
Ninth LLC and has since been embroiled in a legal struggle to 
keep the house ever since. On January 13th, Dos Blocos 
residents were dealt a serious legal blow when a court issued a * 
summary judgment against their appeal of an earlier eviction 
notice that the squatters received in October. On January 27th, 
the house’s lawyer won an appeal which will save the house for 
up to another 2 weeks before another court decision is made 
over Dos Blocos’ fate. ; 

Since occupying the abandoned and rotting house, the 60 or 
so people of Dos Blocos have put in tens of thousands of dollars 
of their own money and countless hours of work into the house 
and have worked consistently to keep the house maintained and 
livable entirely on their own. The house has also done a 
number of benefit parties for various community and 
revolutionary groups including support for the Zapatistas and 
the Diné at Big Mountain. All this despite ongoing hostility 
from the city government, battles with local drug dealers and 
now eviction proceedings. 

The attack on Dos Blocos is part of a larger ongoing assault 
on the neighborhood’s working class and poor residents by real 
estate developers and city officials who have already pushed 


out scores of squats, community centers, community gardens 


(126 gardens will be up for auction in May), and people who 
weren't able to survive the gentrification and skyrocketing rents 
in the area. Squatting in the Lower East Side has become just 


about the only affordable and realistic form of housing for the 


E is 





ors of gentrification, ————— 


For more information or to donate money to the eviction 
fund call Dos Blocos’ infoline at (212) 592-3039 
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H igh winds and an EF! banner: “Hu 


LW.W. members set up a picket line at Pier 7 in Tacoma, 
Washington, in support of the steel workers on strike at Kaiser 
Aluminum. The “Sea Diamond,” a ship loaded with bauxite 
destined for the Tacoma and Spokane Kaiser Aluminum 
facilities, was delayed for 24 hours after members of Earth 
First! accompanied the 1.W.W. picket by occupying a crane and 
conveyer belt at the pier. 

The action was called by members of the United Steel 
Workers of America who had been on strike since the end of 


_ September. Management at Kaiser Aluminum, owned by 


Charles Hurwitz of Maxxam corporation, has been determined 
to break the union with the use of scab labor and strike- 
breakers from the Intemational Management Assistance 
Corporation (IMAC). The strike was prompted by Kaiser”s 
refusal to talk to the union about downsizing and cuts in 
benefits and retirement, ånd Kaiser had begun to move trailers 
onto the polluted factory site to house scabs before negotiations 
were to begin. 

In what the media termed an “odd alliance,” members of the 
I.W.W. and Earth First! worked in support of the steel workers, 
and successfully shut down the pier for the day. The occupation 
was planned by Earth First! members from the West Coast, and 
the LW.W. picket was coordinated by Marine Transport 
Workers in Seattle and Oakland, CA and the Olympia I.W.W. 
branch. A spokesperson for Kaiser was quoted as saying that 
the action confirmed “concerns that the union was working 
with an extremist organization.” Port of Tacoma officials were 
caught by total surprise at the action which took place right in 
front of their corporate offices. The steelworkers maintained 
their legal informational picket of six during the action. 

The first of the waterfront workers, members of the 
Intemational Longshore & Warehouse Union, began arriving to 
work the ship at about Tam. MTW organizer Jeremy Read 
explained to a crane operator the nature of the picket. Realizing 
his right not to endanger the health and safety of anyone on the 
job site, the crane operator left.. Other longshore workers 










itz Cuts Jobs Like He Cuts Trees” 


Nigerian Communities Blockade Oil 





CORPORATE-BACKED MILITARY RESPONDS WITH REPRESSION AND MURDER 


NIGERIA-— Since 1993, when the Ogoni people of Nigeria’s 
southern Niger Delta region successfully forced Shell from 
their land by non-violent direct action, January 4 has been 
declared Ogoni Day and has become a beacon of hope for all 


those fighting for environmental justice and indigenous 


freedom. 

This year, however, brought a 
new round of military repression 
against the people who are fighting 
for control of their traditional land. 
In the first week of January, over 26 
people were killed by the Nigerian 
military in an attempt to end a three FERRE 
month blockade that has stopped the AMIA 
flow of up to one-third of Nigerias E 
oil. Oil companies, especially Shell, 
are the financial backbone of the 
military dictatorship that rules over 
Nigerians. 

The blockade, meanwhile, has 
been sustained by members of the 
ljaws, Nigeria’s fourth largest ethnic 
group. They are demanding that all 
oil companies end operations in the 
region until they agree to end gas 
flaring, clean up oil spills, recognize 
the right of indigenous peoples to 
control the use of their own land and 
resources, and lastly, observe honest 
negotiations with all parties. 

The demands were articulated in 
the December, 1998, mandate 
named the Kaiama Declaration. In 
response to the blockade and the 
demands, the government declared a a 
state of emergency with hundreds of ___ 
troops deployed into the area. Warships also patrol the 


_ coastline. The military regime is crippled by the blockade and 


activists fear that violence will 

increase as the blockade continues. The increased militarization 
is viewed as a reenactment of the long standing violence 
against the Ogoni people perpetrated by the military since 






Shell was declared “persona non grata” on Ogoni Day in 1993. 
In the years following, the military killed over 2000 Ogoni and 
leveled 27 villages. 

This past year, about 24 groups and the representatives of 
500 Ijaw communities resolved to hand a “notice to quit” to 


multi-national profit mongers who 
hold the Niger Delta in their oil- 
slick grip. Companies such as Shell, 
Chevron, Mobiland, Texaco, and Elf 
were told to “leave the Niger Delta 
area within two weeks or face the 
wrath of the people.” 

A statement read by Ogoni 
students reads: “We condemn 
Shell’s collusion with the Nigerian 
military regime, its theft of 
resources, contribution to poverty, 
racist double standards, devastating 
pollution and delays on the 
compensations claims, within Ogoni 
and across the Niger Delta. We also 
condemn its attempts to- re-enter 
Ogoni against the people's wishes... 
it is also important to re-affirm the 
ideals of Ken Saro-Wiwa and the 
Movement for the Survival of the 
Ogoni People.” 

Youth activists have been at the 
forefront in the Ogoni and law 
mobilization against environmental 
and human rights abuses. However, 
many have been forced to flee to 
refugee camps across West Africa. 

In an act of solidarity with the 

=| Ogoni and Ijaw people, Shell’s Head 

Office was occupied by protesters in London on January 4. The 
activists barricaded themselves into the management offices at 
Shell-Mex Housc and refused to leave, demanding compliance 
with the Ijaw’s demands for the oil company to leave their 
traditional lands and for the end to the corporate-backed 
military repression. 


SOLIDARITY CLOSES TACOMA PIER 
Ship with Cargo for Kaiser Scabs Idled by IWW, EF! Picket 


- WASHINGTON - At approximately 6am, on December 7th, 
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honored the action without hesitation, and many who had not 
been dispatched to the Sea Diamond came down both in 
support and curiosity. Many were surprised that Earth First! 
had acted in solidarity with union workers, as they had viewed 
their past actions as opposed to the interests of workers, 
particularly in the lumber industry. Other longshore workers 
grabbed forklifts and moved checker shacks around to the 
picket site for picketers to get out of the rain. 


Earth First! members scouted Pier 7, and the first two were 


arrested attempting to occupy the crane. Fortunately, some had 
made it up to the crane’s boom, and others were posted in the 
scaffolding of the conveyer belt to the silos, 150 feet above the 
ground. When media arrived, the climbers attempted to unfurl a 
banner which read: “Hurwitz Cuts Jobs Like He Cuts Trees.” 
The wind ended up blowing the banner and the climbers about, 
creating a spectacle for the TV crews that were filming. These 
climbers were cited for criminal trespass, but were not hurt. 
The climbers in the crane descended in the afternoon, and were 
not cited or arrested. 


The Sea Diamond dropped anchor at about 10am, and water 
craft ranging from an I.W.W. sailboat to personal water craft 
drifted around the port, preventing the ship from docking. Foss 
tugboats, operated by Inland Boatman’s Union members, 
cruised by to check out the action, as did Coast Guard vessels. 

This effort has given a great boost for LW.W. efforts to 
organize on the waterfront in the Puget Sound, as the action 
had resulted in much publicity for thc I.W.W., and many 
contacts have been made in the industry for future activity. 
Seattle MTWSs continue to meet with militant steel workers, 
who have pledged to support the 1. W.W. in future drives. 

The action has also marked a turning point for Earth First! 
The Tacoma action proves that radical environmentalists can 
support workers. Earth First! organizers maintained that this 
was “the steelworker’s show,” while at the same time reminded 
the press of Maxxam’s unsafe practices in the lumber industry 
with Pacific Lumber. 


121 CENTRE 


In Dine STRAITS 


LONDON-— Thc long standing squattcd social centcr, the 121 
Autonomous Centre, in Brixton, South London, has been under 
| threat of eviction since.carly January after losing a court case 
involving adverse possession. The better news is that an 
attempted eviction by the local Council in February proved 
fruitless - barricades and a street party guaranteed it! 

The 121 Centre has been around for 18 years (long enough 
for the 12-year adverse possession clause) asserting a radical 
presence and providing immeasurable resources for the 
community and many groups. Those it has housed at some point 
or another include Bad Attitude feminist magazine, Earth 
First!, Miners Support Group, Anarquist Queer group, London 
Food Not Bombs, Brixton Squatters Aid, and Anarchist Black 
Cross and many others. Hundreds of meetings, concerts, 
benefils and cafe nights have been held there and currently, the 
space houses a radical bookshop, library, cafe, and printing 
facilitics. It has become an intcrmationally famous center with 
many visitors from around the globe. 

Officially, the Council claims that they want to sell the 121 
Centre building to fund programs the community "really 
wants." The reality is that along with the 121, many of the 
buildings sold off by the Council were once used by the 
community - churches, schools and libraries included. 
Meanwhile, money has been poured into setting up yuppie wine 
bars, movie houses and cafes. Activists from the area have seen 
through the local government's familiar song and dance of 
"urban renewal," recognizing it for what it really is: 
gentrification. - : 

Support for the center has been immediate and effective. 
When a lone police car arrived in the early morning of February 
8 lo carry out an eviction, defenders had blocked off all streets 
leading to the center and set up defenses inside within minutes. 
Apparcntly the bailiffs werc cxpccting to stroll in, remove the 
door and brick the place up. No such luck! What they weren't 
expecting was for 70 anarchists to be dancing in the streets at 
6:30am to a sound system, behind barricades, with the warning 
| cry of a WW2 air raid siren blaring from the rooftop. 




















































The newsletter, 'South London Stress!' has been covering the 
whole episode - get a copy care of the 121 Centre: 121 Railton 
Road, Brixton, London, SE24, UK (send postage!). Also, 
check out the 121 website at: http://i.am/121centre for updates 
and information on how to support them. 

Email: friendsof121@hotmail.com 
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CALL FOR AN ANARCHIST 
‘BLACK BLOC’ AT THE 
“MILLIONS FOR MUMIA" 
MARCH IN PHILADELPHIA 


Some of us are calling for an anarchist “black bloc’ to march 
at the “Millions -for Mumia” event in Philadelphia, on April 
24th. We hope an assembly area will be suggested by local 
anarchists from around Philadelphia, and that we will all march 
together for most or all of the evént. 

Those of us making this call are a few anarchists who used 
to be involved with the Love & Rage Federation. We call on all 
anarchists to get involved. We call on anarchists from the 
northeast, mid-Atlantic, southeast, mid-west, eastern Canada, 
(even overseas!) to attend. We call on anarchists at the San 
Francisco march, and other west coast cities to hold “black 
blocs’ there too. 

This call ISN’T intended to create a European-autonomist- 
style affair in which everyone wears all black with masks. If 
you want to wear black and masks, fine. THIS CALL IS 
MERELY A GENERAL CALL FOR AN INCREASED 
ANARCIHST PRESENCE. The ‘black’ in the call refers tothe 
black flag. 

A few have opposed an explicit anarchist presence a 
they feel we should focus on Mumia, rather than ourselves and 
our anarchist literature, etc; that we should “fan out” and 
leaflet onlookers on side streets, do graffiti, large puppets, etc. 
Great. It’s up to you. Our idea is that a large contingent of 
anarchists will march together. If you would rather march in 
separate clusters, fine. Again, the whole point of the call is to 
get a BIG ANARCHIST PRESENCE. 

For more information on this call for an anarchist ‘black 
bloc’, contact: 

Black Bloc c/o 
PO Box 563 
Morgantown, WV 26507 


COME OUT ON APRIL 24TH! 
FREE MUMIA! 


International Solidarity 
Conference 1999 


SAN FRANCISCO, CA - From June 1st-Sth, syndicalists and 
working class organizations from all over the world will come 
to San Francisco for the Enano a Conference. 





workshops and EI, err with the goal of finding 
common points of agreement and building plans of action. 

It is our compelling desire that we will be able to express 
and expand upon our ideas for future collective actions coming 
out of the “199 Conference”. Only through strengthening our 
solidarity can we aspire to establish a more just society. For 
more information, write to: 


international Solidarity Conference Committee 
c/o San Francisco LW.W. 
PO Box 40485 
San Francisco, CA 94140, USA 
email: intl99@iww.org 


irish Anarchists Seek to 
Raise £10,000 Towards 


Opening ‘Solidarity Centre’ 
in Belfast 





IRELAND - Although we would all like to think that an 
Anarchist or Anarcho-Syndicalist group can survive on 


idealism, determination and revolutionary spirit, the truth of 


the matter is that while we exist in the confines of a capitalist 
society we need a bit more than just free association, mutual 


aid, solidarity and direct action to build a social revolutionary 
alternative (although these things are essential) -- WE NEED 


MONEY! 


As such, Organise! - TWA has started a drive to raise 
£10,000 (about $20,000 U.S.) towards the opening of a 


Solidarity Centre in Belfast. Such a centre would be used to 
provide a forum where militant workers can come together and 
begin to set their own agenda, beyond the confines of the 
reformist Trade Union movement. We see the promotion of 
direct action and working class self-activity as of central 
importance. It is very much a case of putting our ideas into 
action. 

This is not about substituting a premises for the constructive 
work of building a rcal revolutionary altcrnative in Ircland, but 
about providing a focus for activities and campaigns which can 
unite workers across the sectarian divide and bring them 
together in defense of their interests as workers. It is about the 
establishment, not of a political party, but of a movement where 
solidarity is not a mere slogan but the foundation upon which 
all of our efforts are based. 


To help us meet our target, please send donations to: 
- Organise! -TWA 


PO Box 505 
Belfast, BT12 6BQ Ireland 


Stop thee 
of MUMIA 


Abu-Jamal 


PHILADELPHIA, PA - The Philadelphia police and courts 
(the most notorious in the U.S. for brutality and corruption) 
have framed a courageous journalist. African American 
political prisoner Mumia Abu-Jamal is on death row awaiting 
execution. In October, the Pennsylvania State Supreme Court 
denied Abu-Jamal’s appeal for a new trial. Governor Tom 
Ridge said he will sign Mumia’s death warrant. 

On Saturday, April 24th at 12 noon, activists from all over 
North America and beyond will gather in front of 
Philadelphia’s City Hall for the ‘Millions for Mumia’ to 
demand Mumia’s basic right to a fair trial. For more 
information contact: 


International Concerned Family and Friends of 
Mumia Abu-Jamal 
PO Box 19709, Philadelphia, PA 19143 
email: mumia@webcom.com 


NEW YORK CITY - An overflow crowd of 1,700 people 
jammed New York’s historic Town Hall theater, on February 
26th, for “An Evening of Justice for Mumia Abu-Jamal.” 
Celebrates, human rights advocates, labor leaders and former 


political prisoners took the stage on behalf of Abu-Jamal, an 


African American political prisoner, former Black Panther and 


award-winning AE on Aa, s death TOW. a 
- Speakers said that Mumia must receive a new trial and no we 
death warrant must be ened by vaa Coves Tom | 


Ridge. They urged the enthusiastic crowd to become organizers 


for the massive “Millions for Mumia” demonstrations planned 


for Philadelphia and San Francisco on April 24th. 

Speakers included Ossie Davis, Pam Africa, Leonard 

Weinglass, Ramsey Clark, Safiya Bukhari, Geronimo ji Jaga 
(Pratt), among others. Larry Lawrence, of the John Brown 
Society, presented Mumia Abu-Jamal with the group’s highest 
award, the gold medal. Accepting for Mumia was Pam Africa 
of International Concerned Family & Friends of Mumia, who 
was introduced as “the heart and soul of this struggle.” 
Many Town Hail speakers compared the case of Mumia, who 
was framed for his untiring fight against police brutality, and 
the brutal F ebruary 4th slaying of immigrant worker Amadou 
Diallo, who, in cold blood, was shot 41 times by four white 
cops in New York. 

An intimidation campaign by members of the New York 
Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association (PBA) failed miserably, 
said Town Hall organizers. A counter-demonstration by PBA 
members drew only 50 people. 






e 





Mumia Abu-Jamal, a former Black Panther and one-time 
president of the Philadelphia Association of Black Journalists, 
has been on death row for 17 years. In 1981, Mumia was 
accused of killing Philadelphia police officer Daniel Faulkner. 
He has always maintained his innocence, and supporters say he 
was the target of a frame-up because of his political beliefs and 


Mumia’s appeal for a new trial. Speakers at the Town Hall 


rally said a new trial must be held so that Mumia’s defense 


team, headed by civil rights lawyer Leonard Weinglass, can 
present compelling evidence of Jamal’s innocence. 

Monica Moorehead, a national coordinator of “Millions for 
Mumia,” said, “Mumia’s case has put an international spotlight 
on the racist death penalty and police brutality in the U.S. From 


his tiny cell on death row, Mumia has continued to speak out 


against all forms of injustice, inspiring millions of people 
around the world. Tonight’s meeting showed that there is broad 
support to demand a new trial for Mumia. On April 24th, 
people from all walks of life will come together for the massive 
“Millions for Mumia’ demonstrations in Philadelphia and San 
Francisco. This is the time for all people of conscience, all 
people who hate racism and who believe in justice, to stand 
together and make their voices heard. Mumia Abu-Jamal must 
not be executed. He must receive a new trial.” 


Russian Workers’ Collective Committee Seizes 
Control of Factory in Yasnogorsk 


RUSSIA - A Workers’ Collective Committee has taken over a 
machine-building plant in Yasnogorsk, a town of 20,000 people 
near Moscow. The 4,200 workers are battling the Communist 
Party local authority and the privatization program for the 
plant. The Yasnogorsk are appealing for international 
solidarity. 

In 1990, the factory was tumed into a joint stock company in 
which the workers held a majority of shares. Last September 
the workers and shareholders of the plant dismissed the 
Administration at a general meeting. When the “owners” of the 
plant refused to recognize the results, the workers seized 


control. A workers’ committee (the Workers’ Collective Soviet): 


was set up and now oversees administration, production, 
selling, all the finances, distribution of wages and the town as a 
whole. However, all the factory bank accounts have been 
blocked by the authorities and the company has since been 
declared bankrupt by the courts. 

Last December, a general strike was called and 10,000 
people (led by the workers) from Yasnogorsk marched to block 








the railway line into Moscow to support demands for the 
release from prison of the worker-elected directors of the 
factory and to stop the privatization move. It was only the 
mobilization of special police forces by the regional 
administration which prevented the workers from paralyzing 
one of the main railways in Russia. The two directors that had 
been jailed were set free as a result of this general strike by the 
workers and the threat of railway blockades. 

On February 22nd, special police forces were sent in to 
prevent workers from organizing a standard general meeting. 
The new court-appointed plant director has issued an order 
prohibiting all kinds of activity by the workers’ committee and 
trade union, demanding the end of the strike and threatening to 
fire all those who disobey. At a joint meeting, the workers 
decided that they would not return to work until everyone had 
been paid. 

The workers have been without pay for 10 months. The 
misery in Yasnogorsk is tremendous and the population is 
starving. The machine-building plant has always been the 
center of life for the people of Yasnogorsk and the only way to 
make a living for thousands of workers. The plant s functioning 
today and it’s products are being sold and bartered despite the 
crisis — this is how the whole town survives. The workers’ 


- committee has received financial assistance from trade unions 


and other organizations. 
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Government Austerity 
Measures Provoke 


Widespread Unrest In 
Ecuador | 
ECUADOR - Workers, peasants, and students across Ecuador 





have staged several strikes since the beginning of the year in 


response to government austerity measures and plans to sell off 
the telephone and electric companies to private investors. There 
are also plans to privatize social security, which will effect 
millions of people, especially low-paid workers that depend on 
it for health care. 

Immediately after his election last August, Ecuadorian 
president Jamil Mahaud, a Harvard graduate, devalued the 
national currency by 15%. He also slashed social programs, cut 
subsides on essential goods, and raised taxes ranging from car 
sales to using ATM bank machines. Fuel and elecimeity prices 
have dramatically increased by 400%. 

Sınce the beginning of the year, thousands of high school and 
university students, workers, and peasants from the Amazonian 
highland regions have joined in street protests. Students are 
demanding that the government roll back the austerity 
measures, devote 30% of the national budget on education, and 
- release more than 100 people who have been jailed for 
participating in the protests. 

On January 27th, the government announced that it was 
suspending classes throughout the country and will use police 
to repress any demonstrations or acts that will “disturb the 
public order.” The police have used tear gas and shot at 
demonstrators, and in two instances invaded the campuses of 
the Central University in Quito, the capital city, and the 


Chimborazo National University in the city of Riobamba. In 
response, demonstrators burned tires and hurled stones at - 


police. Hundreds of students and peasants have also blocked 
the Pan-American REY at different points throughout the 
country. 


spread throughout every major city in Ecuador. “In Quito, 


_ - hundreds of protesters marched toward the Government Palace. 


Police and soldiers fired tear gas at the demonstrators, some of 
whom retaliated with molotov cocktails. Over 40 people were 
arrested and several were injured. . | 

In a new development, on March 9, President 
Mahuad declared a 60-day state of emergency that limits 


freedom of movement and assembly and gives him the authority - 
-to order strikers back to work. Machine-gun toting troops 


guarded power- plants, oil installations, and gas stations as 
unions lave threatened to paralyze Ecuador if Mahuad does not 
~back down on overhauls. Another nationwide strike was called 
‘March 10 by the leftist Unified Workers Federation ae iS 
the e S ae labor federation. 
and free. Tanos. Ta of Indians barricaded Ma in 15 
of the country’s 22 provinces, causing long traffic jams. Banks, 
markets, and factories were closed, and the streets of downtown 
Quito were deserted as bus drivers joined the strike. 


RUSSIAN ANARCHISTS 
ARRESTED -- 
FRAME-UP SUSPECTED 


RUSSIA - On November 28, 1998, in the Russian city of 
Krasnodar, three anarchists -- Gennady Nepshikuev, Maria 
Randina, and Honza Musil, were stopped and arrested for 
possession of an explosive device. They are being charged with 
articles 222 and 223 of the Russian Criminal Code, preparation 
and possession (of explosive devices). This is a five year 
sentence. They will probably also be charged with 
transportation, adding 3 years.- If they are charged with 
terrorism (article 205), this will carry a sentence of 20 years. 
The region of Krasnodar is ruled by fascists, mainly 
supporters and members of Russian National Unity. This region 
is known for its repressive measures used against anarchists 
and anti-fascists. We see the recent arrests as part of this 
repression, aimed to rid the area of all radical anti-fascist 


elements. 

We have every reason to suspect that these anarchists are 
simply being framed by the police. Maria, originally from 
Irkutsk, was well known to local authorities and had previously 
been expelled from the university in Krasnodar for anti-fascist 


activity. Gennady is of mixed nationality and IJonza a 
foreigner (from Czech Republic). They are most likely being 
singled out by police not only for their political activity, but 
also for other reasons. Comrades who know these people well 
were shocked at the accusations and do not believe them 
capable of the charges against them. 


Following the arrest of these three, other anarchists have 
been taken in and interrogated by FSB agents. These have been 
strenuous interrogations, videotaped by the authorities. We are 


afraid for the rest of our comrades in the area. 






On February Sth, a second wave of nationwide protests E 












CANADA - On December 9th, almost 2000 protesters gathered 
at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in downtown Vancouver to protest 
outside the $400 a plate fund-raiser for Prime Minister Jean 
Chretien and the governing Liberal Party of Canada. Protesters 
forced many well-groomed Liberal supporters to turn away, 
after even police attempts to gain them an entrance failed. 

The demonstration focused its opposition to the economic 
policies of the Liberal government, specifically the embracing 
of corporate-style globalization. Many of the demonstrators 
were overtly anti-Capitalist, rejecting all the mainstream 
parties that dominate political discourse in Canada. Another 


focus of the demonstration was to protest Chretien’s role in the _ 


now infamous Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) 
Leader’s Summit last November 1997, where student protesters 
were met with indiscriminate pepper-spraying and heavy- 
handed police violence. Chretien has come under fire recently 
in the mainstream media and elsewhere as a result of 
documents directly implicating him in the repression of dissent 
at the University of British Columbia during APEC. It is 
alleged that the excessively violent police behavior directed at 
the demonstrators was undertaken to appease former dictator 
General Suharto of Indonesia, who was threatening not to 
attend the conference for fear of embarrassment. 

- As with last years APEC protest, this years large and 
animated mobilization was met once again by hostile 
contingents of riot police. Armed with shields, batons, rubber 
bullet guns, pepper spray and police dogs, the riot police 
attempted to disperse the demonstrators from the area in front 
of the hotel. Many people were badly injured and bloodied as 





Vancouver Protest Against Canadian 
Prime Minister Results in Police Violence 








the riot police began beating their shields in unison and 


_attacked the crowd of protesters. At least 4 people were 


hospitalized, with many dozens being treated by the 
demonstration’ s own medical team. 

The brutality and provocation incensed demonstrators, who 
remained. outside the hotel for up to 45 minutes while 
surrounded by riot police. The demonstrators eventually left the 
front of the Hyatt and moved to the police station where 9 
arrested were being detained. From there, a smaller crowd 
moved to the Main Skytrain station, where over a hundred 
entered without paying and proceeded to occupy the station for 
some time. | 

According to a police spokesperson, the pretext for the use of 
riot police, was a supposed “breach” of police barricades. This 
“breach incident” occurred when some demonstrators 
attempted to enter the hotel at the main entrance. Nine of them 
were eventually arrested (with one women being punched in 
the face by a cop resulting in the need for stitches). It was after 
the arrests were made that the riot police were deployed, for no 
ostensible purpose but to provoke and intimidate 
demonstrators. 

All nine demonstrators who were arrested were charged with 
“unlawful assembly” and released in the early morning without 
conditions. A judge elsewhere has already ruled the unlawful 
assembly provision of the Criminal Code “constitutionally 
unoperational”, as a result of a challenge by members of 
Montreal’s Commando Bouffe, who expropriated food from the 
Queen Elizabeth Hotel last December (This case is now before 
the Quebec Supreme Court). 


French Anarchist Newspaper Under 
Attack in the Courts 





FRANCE - For the third time in less than two years Le Monde 


: Libertaire, the weekly newspaper of the French Anarchist 
Federation (FAF), is being dragged before the courts. After Le 
Pen, leader of the fascist National Front, and J. L. Debre, the 
Minister of Interior, now it's the turn of Michel Pajon, the 
Socialist Mayor of Noisy-le-Grand. 

. An anarchist group of the FAF, which is part of an anti- 
fascist vigilance committee in Noisy-le-Grand, issued a leaflet 
denouncing the construction of an Integriste church (the 
Integrists are a fascist cult similar to the Identity Church of the 
United A in Pon a :Le Monde Libertaire, for its 





the struggles in that municipality and the activities of the 
collective. 

In the an article that appeared in Le Monde Libertaire, 
entitled “A Little History of a Fight Against the Integrists”, it 
was reported that “the first public action of the authors will be 
to clean up the racist graffiti that covers the town that the 


‘mayor refuses to have cleaned by town services.” However, it 


wasn’t a fascist National Front mayor that was refusing to clean 


The French Anarchist Federation have demonstrated in the ` 
streets of Noisy-le-Grand to show the people and the mayor that 
the anarchists would not be intimidated, and in support of 
freedom of expression. 


of} conflict that'was developing in the suburb E r A 
ane a Pare Similar articles have appeared in the past relating 


up the racist graffiti, but the Socialist Pajon. This revelation of PP. ee 


truth is what drew Pajon’s fury. 

In January of last year, Pajon secured a town council vote to 
support his decision to sue Le Monde Libertaire for defamation. 
Only the councilor from the Republican Initiative party voted . 
against; the Communist Party, the two Greens, and others of 
the “plural left” voted in favor. Pajon is claiming the sum of 
130,000 francs. 


Nazi Bookstore Stormed 
by Spanish Anti-Fascists 


SPAIN - On January 16th, in the district of Garcia, Barcelona, 








over 500 anti-fascists gathered to protest the nazi bookstore 


“Europa”. After standing in front of the premises and shouting 
anti-fascist slogans, organizers asked that people continue 
walking in order to peacefully leave the area. Instead of 
adhering to this spineless call for a non-confrontational 
_ departure, many of the demonstrators began to smash : in the 
front windows of the bookstore. 

Within a few minutes, anti-fascists formed a human chain 
and started removing books, magazines, videos and other forms 
of nazi propaganda to the street where they were burned in a 
bonfire. The celebration lasted until several vans of the urban 
guard arrived on the scene. 

More important than the material damage caused by the anti- 
fascists, this display of spontaneous direct action on the part of 
individuals remains a warning to institutions, political parties 
and groups of the far-right. 








French anarchists at the November lith demonstration 


against Pajon in Noisy-le-Grand 






Angry Farmers Form Militant 
Blockades Throughout Poland 
¡In Protest of EU Imported Food 


POLAND - On January 22nd, over 3,000 Polish farmers from 
the ‘Self-Defense Committee,’ together with two other farmers’ 









organizations, formed a blockade at one of the main border 
crossings on the Polish-German border (near Frankfurt and 
Oder). Militant farmers came armed with scythes and other 
tools to defend the blockade from police, who threatened the 
use of force against blockaders prior to the action. Protesting 
farmers have demanded the sharp decrease in food import from 
the EU. 

On January 25th, there were 90 different road blockades, all 

over Poland, involving over 4,000 farmers. 
Police were sent against several of the blockades with armored 
transporters and water cannons. Farmers responded with 
molotov cocktails and clubs, and by throwing fertilizer dung on 
the police (a tactic that should be copied by activists 
worldwide! -ed). A few cops and farmers were wounded in the 
melee. In most cases the police were not able to break the 
blockades. 

So far, the government’s response has been to divide and 
conquer, trying to play farmers against each other. The media 
have also labeled leaders of the blockades as “post- 
communists” acting in their own self interests. 

The farmers’ problems stem from the fact that because of the 
Russian economic crisis, the export of food to Russia has fallen 
dramatically, and the products have remained on the Polish 
market, which has made prices fall significantly. On top of the 
Russian crisis, there is also big competition in processed foods 
imported from the EU,. which. has flooded the Polish market 
and has lead to even more price drops. 
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ANTI-RACIST ACTION (ARA) — MONTREAL 





EXPOSE LOCAL NAZI 


MONTREAL - On January 25th, members of the Montreal 


Anti-Racist Action (ARA) group exposed Alain Letarte, a 
member of the neo-nazi gang “Berzerker Boot Boys”, to the 
people in his immediate neighborhood. 

Letarte, along with up to 14 members of his gang and 
members of the Vinland Hammer Skins (another local nazi 
gang), have been carrying out a campaign of:surprise attacks for 
over two years. This past summer alone, they injured over 30 
people, sending many to hospital emergency rooms. They 
would attack victims en masse (usually 10-15 nazis at once) 
with steel bars, pepper spray, baseball bats and steel-toed 
boots. 

Police charged Letarte and seven others this past summer 
with over 240 separate charges stemming from just four of 


these attacks. Police also seized silencer-equipped assault | 


rifles, other weapons, racist propaganda and massive quantities 
of drugs from the nazis. 

ARA-Montreal believes that the community plays an 
important role in preventing these types of crimes by isolating 


and building opposition to these bigots. With this in mind, over 


35 people were assembled in Letarte’s neighborhood to let his 
neighbors know about his beliefs and activities; to strip away 
the anonymity that Letarte hides behind; and to make sure that 
Letarte is aware that organized anti-racists know where he 
lives, and won’t stand for anymore acts of racist terror, and that 
any such activities in the future could lead to repercussions for 
him right where he lives. 

The response from the people in the community was 
overwhelming. Letarte’s neighbor’s expressed shock and 
disgust at what he had done and support and encouragement for 
ARA’s efforts. 





SEATTLE, WA - The Clinton administration has announced 


that it has selected Seattle as the site for the meeting of the © 


133-nation World Trade Organization (WTO) that wall launch a 
round of global talks from November 29th through December 
3rd, 1999. This will be the World Trade Organization 
Ministers’ final gathering before the next talks on trade 
liberalization gather steam in 2000. 
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“We are writing the constitution of a new global economy.” 
-- Renato Ruggiero, Director-General of the WTO 


The World Trade Organization, based out of Geneva, 
Switzerland, has literally created an environment in which 
large, wealthy countries can run roughshod over the rights of 
small nations, and transnational corporations have their way 
with both. Global trade authority, decision-making power and 
enforcement capabilities are now centralized in one institution, 
rules have been streamlined and made increasingly uniform 
from country to country, capital is mobile, and resources are 
easily attainable -- in short, mega-corporations have been given 
virtually everything they could ask for to accelerate global trade 


and increase their profits. 


The World Trade Organization is probably the least 


democratic of the multinational institutions (including the IMF, 
NAFTA, GATT, OECD and the World Bank), and is highly 
influenced by Western transnational corporations. The WTO 
allows countries to challenge each other’s regulatory laws 
without democratic input, and the dispute proceedings are 


closed to the public. Any country that does not comply with a ` 


decision rendered by the WTO faces the threat of severe 
economic sanctions, such as a refusal of the other country 
involved to continue trading. 


World Trade Organization (WTO) to Meet 
in Seattle at the End of the Year 





Letarte isn't the only nazi that needs to be exposed in 
Montreal. Expect to hear of similar actions in the future. 


IF WE CAN DO THIS IN MONTREAL, YOU CAN 
DO THIS IN YOUR CITY! 


Because of it’s enforcement abilities, the World Trade 
Organization has become the global institution of choice for 
transnational corporations and industrialized countries seeking 
to harmonize international standards and domestic regulations 
to maximize trade. The World Trade Organization has greatly 
increased the power and impact of globalization. 


z AEA YOUR GLOBAL C CAPITALSI. 





When the World Trade Organization last met in Geneva, 
during the spring of 1998, they were met by an unexpected- 
opposition of over 10, 000 people. In what was described as “a 
state of siege,” activists from all over the world, under the 
banner of the “People’s Global Action’, organized a series of. 
protests, marches, direct actions, and demonstrations that 
brought Geneva to a standstill. The militant opposition to the 
WTO climaxed as “the city erupted into the worst rioting since 
1932.” 

Not to be outdone by our European counterparts, North 
American activists have been busy organizing and making 
preparations for this years WTO Ministerial Meeting in Seattle. 

In Seattle, over 80 community activists have already formed 
an ad hoc steering committee to organize logistics and regional 
‘Mobilization against Globalization’. In Washington D.C., the 
Citizen’s Trade Campaign (CTC) formed a WTO Working 
Group. The International Forum on Globalization (IFG) is 
planning an ambitious Seattle Globalization Teach-In for the 
weekend prior to the Ministerial. The People’s Global Action 
(PGA) is planning to dispatch delegations. Activists from all 
over North America and beyond are planning various actions. 
All this and much more... 

Strategies and organizing efforts are still in their early 
planning stages. A moderated list has been set up to help 
further these efforts. To subscribe, send an email to 


PGA Seattle99-subscribe@listbot.com 


FINLAND - Last year at the ‘Black & Green Days’ event over 
350 people participated, which the Finnish police managed to 
terrorize successfully with over 30 arrested and charged with 
“rebellion” (eight people still face trial -ed), and more than a 
few people taking a beating at the hands of the cops. This year, 
from January 29th-31st, participants gathered once again in 
Tampere, Finland for the 3-day event. 

This year’s program included two panel discussions, 
‘Autonomy and self-sustaining Economy’ and ‘Is There Any 
Justice Out There?: Animal Rights Activists in the Teeth of the 
System’. Workshops included discussions and presentations on 
direct democracy, anarchist practice, anti-road activism, 
anarcho-feminism, ncw challenges of the animal rights 
movement, and more. Most workshops and panels were well 
attended, and can be considered as quite successful. 

In addition to the workshops and panels, there were also 
demonstrations against the fur industry, McDonalds, Shell Oil, 
and for a car-free city center. Food Not Bombs fed attendants, 
and there was a concert with political bands on Friday night. 
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| Police Murder of Youth Provokes | 


Rebellion i in French Suburbs _ 


_ FRANCE - The alice killing of a youth in the industrial city 


of Toulouse, France, on the night of December 13th, led to a 
week of open rebellion in the .poor and immigrant 
neighborhoods in that city’s suburbs. | 

A police sergeant shot Habib Muhammad in the back of the 


. neck that night, and then left him in a gutter to bleed to death. 


He and his detail went back to the station to file a report on a 
stolen car. Somebody out walking a dog found Muhammad’s 
body a few hours after he was shot. This outrage provoked a 
week of angry and militant protests by Habib’s friends and 
neighbors. 

Young people bumed cars, broke windows and managed to 
send some cops and members of France's special riot police to 
the hospital. Police sealed off whole neighborhoods in 
Toulouse’s suburbs. There was widespread property damage as 
youths kept running pitched battles against police on a nightly 
basis. Police responded with tear gas and by firing bullets over 
the heads of protesters (hundreds of bullets were found on the 
ground during the day). 

The cop who shot Muhammad was put in jail for two days 
after the details of the shooting became known and then 
released to house arrest. The auxiliary cop who was arrested 
with him is still in detention. Protesters pointed out that 
stealing a car carries six months in jail, while a cop shooting an 


‘Arab in the back gets two days. 


Minnehaha Free State 


Forcefully Evicted 





MINNESOTA - In what authorities have claimed as the largest 
such action in staté history, over 600 law enforcement officers 
stormed the anti-Highway 55 occupation, better known as the 
‘Minnehaha Free State’, in a pre-dawn raid on Sunday, 
December 20th. Using bolt cutters and liberal amounts of 
pepper spray, police forcefully evicted dozens of occupants. 
Thirty-six squatters were booked on felony charges of 
obstruction of justice. The last protester arrested was perched 
atop a chimney dressed as Santa Claus. About 40 demonstrators 
were allowed to flee. Most of the squatters’ possessions were 
later burned by police in bonfires behind the vacated houses. 
Since August 10th, activists from Big Woods Earth First!, 
the American Indian Movement (AIM), the Mendota- 


Mdewakanton Dakota tribe, and the ses Environmental | = 








route plan. The seven " wen ; mouse aoe “with the 


surrounding stretch of land was proclaimed by activists as the p=” —_ 


Minnehaha Free State. 


The occupation was in response to the Minnesota 


Department of Transportation' s (MnDOT) plans to re-route 
Highway 55 to the east of its existing corridor, and widen it to 
four lanes. Activist have pointed out that the re-route would 
carve up a significant chunk of the green space next to 
Minnehaha Park, which is home to Minnehaha Falls and is one 
of the most important pieces of the Minneapolis park system. 
Several groves of old-growth oak trees will also be destroyed to 
make room for the road, as will other patches of urban 
wilderness currently home to a variety of wildlife. One area to 
be affected is Camp Coldwater and Coldwater Springs which is 
considered a sacred site by Dakota people. 

On September 16th, crews attempted to cut the water and 
gas lines to the occupied houses but were turned back after 
protesters locked themselves to the machines, resulting in two 
arrests. Taking advantage of a protest rally at the State Capitol, 
police and crews moved in on the lightly defended site on 
October 14th. This time, with the aid of some 50 squad cars 
and 100 cops in full riot gear, they succeeded in permanently 
disabling gas and water lines. The police also arrested 8 
people, several of whom were injured by heavy-handed arrest 
tactics. During the melee, some police were seen removing 
their badges to avoid being identified by cameras. 

Since the December 20th eviction, the formerly occupied 
houses have been hauled away to landfills. Protesters have 
stated that they have plans to reoccupy the site. Construction on 
the highway is expected to begin in late spring or early 
summer. For further information, contact: 


Big Woods Earth First! 
-—PO Box 580936 
Minneapolis, MN 55458 
me 7" g 


“Looks like a storm is rolling in...” 
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IMMIGRATION CENTER 


TEXAS - On November 5th, the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service temporarily suspended the deportation 
of immigrant workers from Honduras, Nicaragua, El Salvador 
and Guatemala until January 7, 1999. The INS deemed this a 
“humanitarian gesture”, done to alleviate the effects of 
Hurricane Mitch, which killed more than 10,000 people and 
caused severe destruction to Central America’s infrastructure 
and economy as it hit the region October 26-31. The detained 
immigrant workers were held in the Bayview detention center, 
which is run by the Corrections Corporation of America (CCA), 
a private for-profit prison company. 

This “humanitarian gesture” meant a longer wait in prison 
for detained immigrants. The INS has a widely employed, 
although not required, policy of detaining people in INS 
detention centers. Suspending their deportation means, for the 
most part, that the population of NON-criminal immigrants in 
the prison system will increase. This is good for private 
prison systems which view detainees as living capital assets. 
Prisons earn a profit on each detainee held, because the 
government pays about $60 a day per immigrant, and has a 
meager requirement of providing one sandwich per day. 

Understanding that suspension of deportation is only a 
means of extending prison detention, and out of concern for 
their families back in their hurricane devastated homelands, the 
detained Central American immigrants rioted against detention 
guards. The incident began when detainees in a dorm of about 
60 refused to eat. This escalated with conflict between 
detention guards and detainees. Groups of detainees started to 
stack chairs, tables and beds against doors in an attempt to 
occupy the detention center. 

Fearing that the riot would run over into the streets, the CCA 
called in the Border Patrol. Over 75 U.S. Border Patrol agents 
surrounded the detention center while a special emergency 
squad of a dozen guards in riot gear pushed through an electric 
door, using tear gas and batons against the detainees. 

Many detainee strikers claimed one of the main reasons for 


protest against the detention center was a result of the poor and 


inhuman conditions that they were subjected to while awaiting 
deportation. Complaints included being shackled and chained 
in the middie of the night and transported to county jails; 
woken up in the middle of the night for pat-down searches and 
having phone cards, legal documents, and other personal 
documents confiscated; being subjected to intimidation, threats 
and insults by INS officers; being placed in isolation cells for 

being denied access to telephones and 
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Judge Rules Against City in 
‘Critical Mass’ Arrests 





SAN FRANCISCO, CA - In a rebuke to San Francisco Police 
mass arrest tactics, a judge has ruled in favor of bicyclists who 


were rounded up at the July 1997 Critical Mass ride. 
In the only case to come to trial from that mass arrest, 


bicyclist Howard Besser charged that police had illegally 


declared an unlawful assembly and had arbitrarily arrested 100 














Activists from diverse groups and movements around the 
world are discussing, networking and organizing for an 
international day of action aimed at the heart of the global 
economy: the financial centers, banking districts and 
multinational corporate power bases. 

Environmentalists, workers, the unemployed, indigenous 
peoples, trade unionists, peasants groups, women’s networks, 
the landless, students, radical activists and many more are 
working together in recognition that the global capitalist 
system, based on the exploitation of people and the planet for 
the profit of a few, is at the very root of our social and 
ecological troubles. The June 18th occupation and 
transformation of financial districts, simultaneously across the 
globe, will be a contribution to and practical example of the 
process of making connections and building alternatives to the 
present social order. 3 

The action is timed to coincide with the first day of the 
Group of Seven (or G7) summit of the leaders of the richest 
nation-states, in Koln, Germany -- when again we will be told 
by the economic and political elites that the promotion of 
economic globalization, “free” trade and corporate dominance 
is the only way. In 1998 protests, demonstrations and actions 
took place across the world in opposition to such policies, many 
coordinated through international networks. 1999 will see these 
coordinations increase, alongside the June 18th global action, 
there will also be a tour of Indian farmers and activists around 
Europe to campaign against the World Trade Organization, 
banks and multinational corporations. ; 

In the spirit of strengthening international networks for 
equality, freedom and ecological sustainability we encourage 
all sympathetic movements and groups to organize their own 
autonomous protests or actions, on the same day -- June 18th — 
in the same locations -- financial districts around the world. 
Each event would be organized autonomously, could be 


CANADA-- The third annual International Day Against Police 
Brutality, held on March 15, saw at least 300 people take to the 
streets of Montreal this year. A large part of the crowd was 
made up of street youth and squeegee workers, the latter being 
victims of daily abuse and harassment by the local police. 

As the demonstration wound slowly through the streets. of 


became clear as a number of confrontations with the police 
occurred. A police surveillance crew was immediately forced to 
retreat when protesters began throwing snowballs and other 
objects in their direction. Another police car that got too close 


to the demo had a window promptly smashed with a rock. Asa - 


result, police cars stayed at least a block away for the rest of the 
protest, giving demonstrators control of Montreal’s main streets 
for about an hour. 

The route of the march stopped at sites of police brutality, 
including a YMCA where Jose-Carlos Garcia was shot in the 
back and killed in 1988 by officer Alain Richard, who is now a 
senior Detective-Sergeant with the Montreal Urban Community 
Police Service (SPCUM). Detective Richard was also 
responsible for the mass arrests of anti-poverty demonstrators 
at the Commando Bouffe food grab at the posh Queen Elizabeth 
Hotel in December 1997. 

The names of some of the approximately 20 men who have 


been killed by the SPCUM police since 1987 were written on - 


the streets along the route. In one case, a man who was in the 
custody of the Montreal police was beaten into a coma in 1993 
and finally died of the massive head injuries in 1996. 

The rally was also continuously accompanied by chants, in 
both French and English, that sounded something like this: 
“Les flics, au service, des riches et des facistes; les flics, au 
service, des bourgeois et des ministres;” and “Behind the 
badge, behind the gun, the cops are naked like everyone - Don’t 
be afraid of their icy glare, imagine them in their underwear!” 


The Leonard Peltier 





Organizing Conference 


Sponsored by the Leonard Peltier Defense 
Committee 


June 25th - 27th, 1999 


June 18th International Day of Action 
Aimed at the Heart of the Global Economy 


300 March Against Police es 
Local Police Get Snowballed! 


downtown Montreal, the militant and angry edge to the protest 











coordinated in each city by a variety of movements and groups; 
while linked globally by post, telephone, fax, email and 
international meetings. 

Strikes, protests, pickets, actions, occupations, street parties, 
demonstrations, blockades, shutdowns -- a unity of diverse 
events are being planned by a growing network of individuals, 
groups, movements and alliances. Your participation -- no 
matter how small — is crucial; meetings need to be organized, 
events planned, leaflets printed and distributed, funds raised, 
laughter and conversation shared. If we cooperate and 
coordinate we can realize a different world; has it ever been so 
necessary and so possible? 

For international planning and discussion for June 18th 
Global Action subscribe to the J18 email list. Send an email to 
<listproc@gn.apc.org> with the following request — Subscribe 
J18DISCUSSION (your email address) 
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The International Day Against Police Brutality was first 
held in 1997 at the initiative of the Black Flag collective in 
Switzerland, who were responding to police attacks against 
youth in that country. That first international day of protest 
involved over 50 groups in 14 countries and has grown ever 


„since. In Montreal, the Citizens Opposed to Police Brutality 
group (COBP - Citoyennés Opposeés a la Brutalite Policiere) 


has spearheaded local efforts against police brutality and 
EXCESSES. 

A day of spcakers, workshops, and discussions was also 
held a few days before the March 15 protest. Up to 100 people 
heard from groups such as the Coalition for Sex Trade 
Workers, the Anarchist Black Cross political prisoner support 
group, and the Mouvement Action Justice police watchdog 
group. Workshops were also held on prisons, so-called 
“community policing,” and “copwatch” beats by COBP. One 
speaker was Gabriella Pedicelli, author of “When Police Kill,” 
an analysis of Canadian police murders since 1987. Pedicelli is 
a graduate of a police training academy in Montreal, but 
became so disillusioned by the insular, sexist and racist police 
culture that she turned her efforts to research police killings 
and eventually completed her masters degree in criminology. In 
her estimation, “all cops are bad,” and backs up her contention 
by referring to police brotherhoods that, without exception, 
support and protect brutal and murderous cops. Pedicelli urged 
community-based support for victims of police violence and 
brutality with the eventual aim of abolishing established police 
forces. 


INTERNATIONAL 
WOMEN’S DAY 


NINE ARRESTED AT 
WOMEN’S/LESBIAN’S DEMO IN 
COPENHAGEN 


DENMARK-- March 8 marks International Women’s Day, 
when in 1910, 20,000 members of the International Ladies 
Garment Workers Union went on strike in New York City, 
calling for “Bread and Roses.” Ever since, International 
Women’s Day has been celebrated around the world. This year 




















bicyclists, and that under orders of the Mayor Willie Brown 
they had tried to permanently confiscate all the arrestees bikes. 
Besser pointed out that the monthly Critical Mass rides had 
caused little controversy for many years until the summer of 
1997, when suddenly the Mayor decided that Critical Mass 
caused traffic jams, and even went so far as to develop plans to 
arrest all 5,000 people involved. Having of course ignored the 
fact that cars are the real cause of traffic jams, and that his own 
escorted vehicle and escorts for his visiting dignitaries cause 
many morc traffic jams than Critical Mass could cver hope to. 
Despite a strong attempt by the City Attorney’s Office to win 
the case, San Francisco judge Sue Kaplan awarded Besser $500 
plus court costs. 


in Copenhagen, about 200 radical autonomist women gathered 
to demonstration against anti-woman violence and for women- 
specific rights to asylum. Other slogans read : “The Women’s 
Struggle Knows No Borders - For International Revolution!” 
During the demo, there was an attempt to occupy the 
editorial offices of the right-wing tabloid newspaper, ‘Ekstra 
Bladet,’ which carries ani editorial line criticized as anti- 
woman. A massive deployment of riot police prevented the 
action, however, and nine women were arrested. 
“La Lotta Continua!” 


Haskell Indian Nations University 
Lawrence, Kansas 












Leonard Peltier Defense Committee 
PO Box 583 - Lawrence, KS 66044 - (785) 842-5774 
http://members.xoom.com/freepeltier/index.html 
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Czech Anarchist Charged with Attempted Murder Against Nazi 





-- Solidarity & Support Urgently Needed -- 


CZECH REPUBLIC- Michal Patera, an anarchist anti-fascist 
activist, is facing a possible 25 year sentence for acting in selt 
defense after being attacked by at least five neonazis in the 
capital of Prague on November 27th. One of the neonazis was 
shot three times by Patera. Police have interpreted the incident 
as an “ideologically motivated” attempted murder by a well- 
known “leftist extremist” against a group of “ordinary young 
men.” The Federation of Social Anarchists - International 
Workers Association (FSA-IWA) in Prague is in dire need of 
financial support to lead his defense campaign. 

Two anarchists were in a downtown club when a 
neonazi sympathizer alerted area fascists of Patera’s presence. 
Patera and his friend, known only as S.V., were then physically 
attacked inside the club. According to the FSA-IWA, most of 
the attackers are well-known hard-core neonazis who are also 
trained in martial arts! In fact, Patera and several others had 
been previously attacked by the same group of neonazis some 
six months before, but were luckily able to escape. This time, 
Patera's friend was almost immediately knocked out and the 
neonazis encircled Patera after dealing him a few hard blows. 
At this point it became clear to Patera that the nazis wanted to 
kill him. He had been cornered and in desperation, he used his 
legally owned automatic pistol. The most aggressive of the 
nazis was shot and Patera fled. He was arrested shortly 
afterwards by the police. 

After a short police investigation, Patera was accused 
of “attempted murder motivated by ideological conviction.” He 
has been sentenced to “preliminary custody” while awaiting 
trial. The average time for this type of custody is one year. 
None of the neonazis involved in the attack face even minor 
charges. 

It is apparently a well-known fact that many police 
personnel are sympathetic, cooperative and even directly 
involved with neonazis in the Czech Republic. There are ai 
least 30,000 organized neonazis nationally, with 3,000 m 
Prague alone. Amazingly, ` “according to the official statistics 
more than one-third of policemen are members or active 
sympathizers .of neo-fascist, racist, and extreme nationalist 
organizations.” 
in opposition is the FSA-IWA, with about ten 
members. According to them, Michal Patera is one of the most 
active and dedicated Czech class struggle anarchists and active 
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KENYA - In an unprecedented and dramatic action. hundreds 
of Kenyan environmental activists and supporters unleashed 
what has been called a new era in the peoples’ struggle against 
a repressive and corrupt regime in defense of their country’s 
threatened natural heritage. On October 7th, over 500 angry 
protesters, organized and led by members of the Green Belt 
Movement (GBM), invaded an illegal development in 
Nairobi’s Karura Forests. Some of the more militant protesters 
destroyed the site offices, construction equipment and 
materials, and eradicated all the “improvements” that had 
transformed a virgin indigenous hardwood forest into just 
another upscale residential development. Damage was 
estimated at over $1 million. 

The revelation that hundreds of acres of the Karura forest, a 
14,000-acre area protected since Kenya’s independence, had 
been quietly excised and allocated to shadowy private interests 
sparked the outrage and resulting action. The transfers were 
accomplished as a fundraising measure during the run-up to the 
recent presidential elections. The allocates, relatives and 
cronies of the president, in turn, sold the forest properties to 
developers, funneling their ill-gotten money back into various 
ruling-party activities. Public outrage has been mounting as 
details of the sordid deals have leaked out and emerged as a 
pattern repeated nationwide in forests in Ngong, Kiambe, Mt. 
Kenya and elsewhere. 

A newspaper report that a developer, Orbit Enterprises, had 
begun clearing several acres of Karua forest provided the spark 
for the October 7th action. Green Belt Movement coordinator, 
Professor Wangari Maathai, addressing a rally in Uhuru Park, 
demanded that Orbit immediately stop the cutting of face the 


consequences o of citizen action once eee 





Environmental turn up the heat for 
corporate developers 


d 5 B g zh E | 3 D DET n ah at 
3 A y a Y CAs 
é 
5 


revolutionary anti-fascists, who many times risked physical 
harm in retaliation to direct actions against neonazis and un 
defense of the anarchist movement. He is the editor of the FSA 
newspaper, “The Voice of Direct Action,” and is very active in 
supporting international struggle, especially within Eastern 
Europe. 

At this point it is crucial that Patera receive an 
adequate defense lawyer because of the bias he faces. Financial 
resources of the Czech anarchist movement are exhausted after 
the recent campaign to support Vaclav Jez, another anarchist 
militant who was jailed after a similar incident in July, 1997. 
This campaign raised the equivalent of $2,300 USD, but costs 
have actually been estimated at $4,300 USD. Costs for Patera’s 
case should be roughly the same, although it is impossible for 
the Czech anarchists to raise the same amount of money again 
in such a short time. 

The FSA-IWA is in a desperate situation and cannot 
manage the support campaign without sufficient international 
solidarity! They received no solidarity help from abroad in 
defending Vaclav Jez, despite the fact that the case was 
reported in many foreign anarchist newspapers!!! 


“We cannot go on like this, because at this moment we have 
no resources.” 


Please support the Czech anarchists: 


* Write letters of solidarity to Michal Patera 
(PO Box 5, 14057 Praha 4, Czech Republic) 


* Send letters of protest to your local Czech embassy 


* Organize benefit shows and collect donations to raise 
money for the defense fund. 


Contacts for the defense campaign: 
FSA Prague, PO Box 5, 15006 Praha 56, Czech Rep. 
email: sam20uj@axpsu.fp.slu.cz 
phone: *42040)2-90006917 or *42040)602-224747 
The police often check and confiscate their mail, so please try 
to use the e-mail or phone contacts. 
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Arrogantly, the Orbit management continued the destructive 
work and brought in a private army of 50 armed guards fo 
protect it’s squalid operation. Over 500 demonstrators marched 
on the fence surrounding the development, intending to plant 
trees and call for an end to the destruction of the country’s 
remaining forests. Enraged by the sight of the bladed forest, 
and by the presence of armed guards, the crowd tore down the 
fence and advanced on the equipment. The guards, mostly poor 
youths from nearby communities, threw down their weapons 
and either fled or joined the demonstrators, taking the project 
ee hostage for an 1 hour while activists went a mi 





Activists burn out construction ive 


Within minutes, the construction offices were in flames, as 
were several earth moving machines, a truck, a concrete mixer, 
a water browser and piles of construction materials. 
Demonstrators obliterated drainage channels and began to 
return the land to it’s original contours. Over 2,000 indigenous 
tree seedlings were also planted by the activists. 

Unmoved by the militant actions, developers pressed on once 
again with their destructive plans. Over two months after the 
first action, about 2,000 activists gathered at the Karura forest 
site on Saturday, January 30th. Many demonstrators highjacked 
buses, trucks, and minibuses to get there. Between 400-500 
people then tried to force their way into the forest, breaking the 
outer gates with a commandeered tractor. Some were holding 
young trees to plant in the forest, while others carried clubs and 
stones. 

Police used tear gas, fired into the air, and beat people with 
batons in running battles with the demonstrators. Many people 
were reported to be critically injured. At least one person was 
severely beaten and then arrested. Some demonstrators fled 
into a neighboring UN compound, chased by police in riot 


control vehicles. The protesters reassembled al university - 


buildings in the center of town, where they exchanged volleys 
of projectiles with police who then responded with tcar gas and 
water cannons. 
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Solidarity Needed for 
Anarchist Prisoner 
Aaron Krizanik 


PENNSYLVANIA - Aaron Krizanik, a young prisoner activist 
in Pennsylvania, has worked with Books Through Bars, a 
prisoner literature program, for two years now. He has always 
strived to reach out and share progressive knowledge with 
prisoners around him. In his current prison he has been 
instrumental in forming a multi-racial educational reading 
circle. 

When he was confined last year at S.C.L Albion, he was 
accused of hitting a prison guard. This did not happen, in fact 
Aaron’s head was slammed against the wall for not taking off 
his headphones fast enough for this petty tyrant. We believe the 
charges are an attempt to harass and disrupt his social work. In 
fact the charges were so groundless no one expected it to come 


to trial. When it did, Aaron was successful in having several 


other prisoners agree fo testify in his behalf against the guards. 
Now that the trial has started, guards at both the Erie County 
Jail (where prisoners awaiting trial are held) and S.C.1. Albion 
have started to threaten and beat the witnesses. It is vital for 
Aaron’s.case that this intimidation be stopped. 

Please write or call the following individuals as soon as 
possible and ask that an investigation of abuse and intimidation 
of the defense’s witnesses in the case of Aaron Krizanik 


‘CZ8320 be carried out immediately! 


District Attorney Joseph Conti 
140 West 6th St. 
Erie, PA 16501-1011 
(814) 451-6000 
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” Harrisburg, PA — 


ae Maxtin El 
- PO Box 598- 

Camp Hill, PA 17001-0598 
(717) 975-4859 


Please write and send your support to: 
Aaron Krizanik CZ8320 


1600 Walters Mill Rd. 
Somerset, PA 15510 



































CANADIAN POLICE FRAME 
ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISTS 


CANADA- The Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) and 
Alberta Energy company set off a covert explosion at a gas 
drilling site in northwestern Alberta in order to frame a local 
protester, government authorities have admitted. 

In the last four years, a number of sabotage attempts against 
the Alberta Energy company have been reported, including 
power poles to nearby wells being chopped down, spikes being 
driven into access roads to flatten tires and shots being fired at 
gas pipelines and metering stations. 

On October 14th, 1998, an explosion at an Alberta Energy 
company site stoked fears in the region. Local communities 
were terrified by the blast. The RCMP sent psychologists to 
counsel traumatized inhabitants and announced that it would 
spend $5 million in order to fight “eco-terrorism.” 

In January, the RCMP arrested local activists Wiebo 
Ludwig and Richard Boonstra, who have contmmally been 
outspoken critics of the drilling operations, -and charged them 
with sabotage. On January 28th, however, government 
prosecutor Steven Koval confirmed charges by Ludwig's 
lawyers that the police were involved in the October blast in an 
attempt to frame I udwig. 

Other environmental activists, who have always been critical 
of the industry, reacted with outrage to the news. “The RCMP 
have manipulated public opinion and by their actions have 
inflamed community fear and hysteria. It is unacceptable for the 
RCMP to act in a way that is contemptuous of citizen’s civil 
rights.” say Angela Bischoff and Tooker Gomberg, two 
Edmonton activists. 










Anarchist vs. Marxist-Leninist Thought 


on the Organization of Society 





Historically, there have been three major forms of socialism -- 
Libertarian Socialism (Anarchism), Authoritarian Socialism (Marxist 
Communism), and Democratic Socialism (electoral social 
democracy). The non-Anarchist Left has echoed the bourgeoisie’s 
portrayal of Anarchism as an ideology of chaos and lunacy. But 
Anarchism, and especially Anarchist-Communism, has nothing in 
common with this image. It is false and made up by it’s ideological 
opponents, the Marxist-Leninists. 

It is very difficult for the Marxist-Leninists to make an objective 

criticism of Anarchism as such, because by its very nature it 
undermines all suppositions basic to Marxism. If Marxism and 
Leninism (its variant which emerged during the Russian Revolution) 
“1s held out to be the working class philosophy and the proletariat 
cannot owe its emancipation to anyone but the Communist Party, it 
is hard to go back on it and say that the working class is not yet 
ready to dispense with authority over it. Lenin came up with the idea 
of the transitional State, which would “wither away” over time, to go 
along with Marx’s “dictatorship of the proletariat.” The Anarchists 
expose this Ime as counter-revolutionary and sheer power-grabbing, 
and over 75 years of Marxist-Leninist practice have proven us right. 
These so-called Socialist States produced by Marxist-Leninist 


doctrine have only produced Stalinist police states, where workers. 


have no rights, and a new ruling class of technocrats and party 
politicians have emerged, and the class dìfferential between those the 
State favored over those it didn’t created widespread deprivation 
among the masses and another class struggle. But instead of meeting 
such criticisms head on, they have concentrated their attacks not on 
the doctrine of Anarchism, but on particular Anarchist historical 
figures, especially Bakunin (Marx’s main opponent in the First 
International). | 

Anarchists are social revolutionaries who seek a: ome 
classless, voluntary, cooperative federation of decentralized 
communities based upon social ownership, individual liberty and 
autonomous self-management of social and economic life. 

The Anarchists differ with the Marxist-Leninists in many areas, 
but especially in organization building. They differ from the 
authoritarian socialists in primarily three way: they reject the 
Marxist-Leninist notions of the vanguard party, democratic 
centralism, and the dictatorship of the proletariat, and Anarchists 
have alfernatives for each of them. The problem i is that almost the 


entire Left (including some Anarchists) is completely unaware of 


Anarchism’s tangible structural alternatives of the catalyst group, 
Anarchist consensus, and fie mass commune. á 
os The AA group is ETS an arh Comunist 
federation of affinity groups in action. The catalyst group, or 
revolutionary anarchist federation, would meet on a regular basis or 
- only when necessary, depending on the wishes of the membership 
and the urgency of social conditions. It would be made up of 
representatives from the affinity group (or the affinity group itself), 
with full voting rights, privileges, and responsibilities. It would both 
set policies and future actions to be performed. It would produce 
both Anarchist-Communist theory and social practice. It believes in 
the class struggle and the necessity to overthrow Capitalist rule. It 
organizes in the communities and workplaces. It is: democratic and 
has no authority figures like a party boss or central committee. 

In order to make a revolution, large-scale, coordinated movements 
are necessary, and their formation is in no way counter to 
Anarchism. What Anarchists are opposed to is hierarchical, power- 
tripping leadership which suppresses the creative urge of the bulk of 
those involved, and forces an agenda down their throats. Members of 
such groups are mere servants and worshippers of the party 
leadership. But although Anarchists reject this type of domineering 
leadership, they do recognize that some people are more experienced, 
articulate, or skilled than others, and these people will play 
leadership action roles. These persons are not authority figures, and 
can be removed at the will of the body. There is also a conscious 
attempt to routinely rotate responsibility and to pass on these skills to 
each other, especially to women and people of color, who would 
ordinarily not get the chance. The experience of these persons, who 
are usually veteran activists or better qualified than most at the 
moment, can help form and drive forward movements, and even help 
to crystallize the potential for revolutionary change in the popular 
movement. What they cannot do is take over the initiative of the 
movement itself. The members of these groups reject hierarchical 
positions (anyone having more official authority than others), and 
unlike the Marxist-Leninist vanguard parties, the Anarchist groups 
won't be allowed to perpetuate their leadership through a 
dictatorship after the revolution. Instead, the catalyst group itself will 
be dissolved and its members, when they are ready, will be absorbed 
into the new society's collective decision-making process. Therefore, 
these Anarchists are not leaders, but merely advisors and organizers 
for a mass movement. 

What we don’t want or need is a group of authoritarians leading 
the working class, then establishing themselves as a centralized 
decision-making command. Instead of “withering away”, Marxist- 
Leninist States have perpetuated authoritarian inStitutions (the secret 
police, labor bosses, and the Communist Party) to maintain their 
power. The apparent effectiveness of such organizations masks the 
way that revolutionaries who pattern themselves after Capitalist 
institutions become absorbed by. bourgeois values, and completely 
isolated from the real needs and desires of ordinary people. 

The reluctance of Marxist-Leninists to accept revolutionary social 
change is. however, above all seen in Lenin’s conception of the party. 
It is a prescription to nakedly seize power and put it in the hands of 
the Communist Party. The party that Leninists create today, they 
believe, should become the [only] Party of the Proletariat in which 
that class could organize and seize power. In practice, however, this 
meant personal and party dictatorship, which they felt gave them the 
right and duty to wipe out all other parties and political ideologies. 





Both Lenin (along with Trotsky) and Stalin killed millions of workers 
and peasants. their Left-wing ideological opponents, and even 
members of their own Bolshevik Party. This bloody and treacherous 
history is why there is so much rivalry and hostility between Marxist- 
Leninist and Trotskyist parties today, and it is why the “worker’s 


states”, whether in Cuba, China, Vietnam, or Korea, are such 


oppressive bureaucracies over their people. It is also why most of the 
Eastern European Stalinist countries had their governments 


‘overthrown by the petty bourgeoisie and ordinary citizens in the 


1980's. Maybe we are witnessing the eclipse of State communism 
entirely, since they have nothing new to say and will never get those 
governments back again. 

While Anarchist groups reach decisions through Anarchist 
consensus, the Marxist-Leninists organize through so-called 
democratic centralism. Democratic centralism poses as a form of 
innet party democracy, but it is really just a hierarchy by which each 
member of a party — ultimately of a society — is subordinate to a 
higher member until one reaches the all-powerful party central 
committee and its Chairman. This is a totally undemocratic 
procedure, which puts the leadership above criticism, even if it is not 
above reproach. It is a bankrupt, corrupt method of internal 
operations for a political organization. You have no voice in such a 
party, and must be afraid to say any unflattering comments to or 
about the leaders. 2 

In Anarchist groups, proposals are talked about by members (none 
of whom have authority over another), dissenting minorities are 
respected, and each individual’s participation is voluntary. Everyone 
has the right to agree or disagree over policy and actions, and 
everyone’s ideas are given equal weight and consideration. No 
decision may be made until each individual member or affiliated 
group that will be affected by that decision has had a chance to 
express their opinion on the issue. Individual members and affiliated 
groups retain the option to refuse support to specific federation 
activities. In true democratic fashion, decisions for the federation as a 
whole must be made by a majority of its members. | 

In most cases, there is no real need for formal meetings for the 
making of decisions, what is needed is coordination of the actions of 
the group. Of course, there are times when a decision has to be made, 
and sometimes very quickly. This will be rare, but sometimes it is 
unavoidable. The consensus, in that case, would then have to be 


among a much smaller circle than the general membership of. 


hundreds or thousands. But ordinarily all that is needed is an 





be an endeavor to clarify any major differences and explore 
alternative courses of action. And their will be an attempt to arrive at 
a mutually agreed upon consensus between conflicting views. As 
always, if there should be an impasse or dissatisfaction with the 
consensus, a vote would be taken, and with two-thirds majority, the 
matter would be accepted, rejected, or rescinded. 
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This is totally contrary to the practice of Marxist-Leninist parties 


where the Central Committee unilaterally sets policy for the entire 


Organization, and arbitrary authority reigns. Anarchists reject 


centralization of authority and the concept of the Central Committee. 
All groups are free associations formed out of a common need, not 
revolutionaries disciplined by fear of authority. When the size of the 
working groups (which could be formed around labor, fundraising, 
anti-racism, women’s rights, food and housing, etc.) becomes 
cumbersome, the organizations can be decentralized into two or more 
autonomous organizations, still united in one large federation. This 
enables the group to expand limitlessly while maintaining its 
anarchic form of decentralized self-management. It is (sort of) like 
the scientific theory of the biological cell, dividing and re-dividing, 
but in a political sense. 

However, Anarchist groups aren’t necessarily organized loosely; 
Anarchism is flexible and structure can be practically non-existent or 
very tight, depending on the type of organization demanded by the 
social conditions being faced. For instance, organization would 
tighten during military operations or heightened political repression. 

Anarchist-Communists reject the Marxist-Leninist concept of = 
dictatorship of the proletariat and a so-called “worker’s state,” 
favor of a mass commune. Unlike members of Leninist ES 
whose daily lives are generally similar to present bourgeoisie 
lifestyles, Anarchist organizational structures and lifestyles, through 
communal living arrangements, affinity groups, squatting, etc., 
attempt to reflect the liberated society of the future. Anarchists built 
all kinds of communes and collectives during the Spanish Civil War 
of the 1930’s, but they were crushed by the fascists and the 
Communists. Since the Marxist-Leninists don’t build cooperative 
structures (the nucleus of the new society) they can only see the 
world in bourgeois political terms. They want to seize State power 
and institute their own dictatorship over the people and the workers, 
instead of crushing State power and replacing it with a free, 
cooperative society. They insist that the party represents the 
proletariat, and that there is no need for them to organize themselves 
outside of the party. Yet, even_in the former Soviet Union, the 


. Communist Party membership only represented five percent of the 
_ population. This is elitism of the worst sort, and even makes the 


Capitalist parties look democratic by comparison. 


_ What the Communist Party was intended to represent in terms of 
worker's power is never made clear, but in true 1984 doublethink 


fashion, the results are 75 years of political repression and State 
slavery, instead of an era of glorious Communist rule. They must be 








held accountable politically for these crimes against the people, and 
we must reject their revolutionary political theory and practice. They 
have slandered the names of Socialism and Communism. 

We reject the dictatorship of the proletariat, it is unbridled 
oppression, and the Marxist-Leninists and Stalinists must be made to 
answer for it. Millions have been murdered by Stalin in the name of 
fighting an internal class war, and millions more were murdered in 
China, Poland, Afghanistan, Cambodia, and other countries by 
Communist movements «which followed Stalin's. prescription for 
revolutionary terror. We reject State communism as the worst 
aberration MANY We can do better than this with the mass 
commune. 

The Anarchist mass commune Gometimes called the Worker’s 


Council, although their are some differences) is a national, ” 


continental, or transitional federation of economic and political 
cooperatives and regional communal formations. Anarchists look to a 


_world and a society in which real decision-making involves everyone 
_who is involved with it - a mass commune -- not a few discipline 


freaks pulling the strings on a so-called proletarian dictatorship. Any 
and all dictatorship is bad, it has no redeeming social features, yet 
that is what the Leninists tell us will protect us from counter- 
t-Lenin ists claim that this dictatorship is 






the Capitalist T or right-wing reactionaries. Anarchists feel that 
this is itself part of the Marxist school of falsification. A centralized 
apparatus, such as a state, is a much easier target for opponents of 
the revolution than is an array of decentralized communes. And these 
communes would remain armed and prepared to defend the 
revolution against anyone who militarily moves against it. The key is 
to mobilize the people into defense guards, militias, and e 
military prepafedness units. 

The position by the Leninists of the necessity for a dictatorship to 


- protect the revolution was not proven in the Civil War which 


followed the Russian Revolution; in fact, without the support of the 
Anarchists and other Left-wing forces, along with the Russian 


-people, the Bolshevik government would have been defeated. And 


then true to any dictatorship, it turned around and wiped out the 
Russian and Ukrainian Anarchist movements, along with their Left- 
wing opponents like the Mensheviks and Social Revolutionaries, and 
even ideological opponents in the Bolshevik Party were imprisoned 
and put to death. Millions of Russian citizens were killed by Lenin 
and Trotsky right after the Civil War, when they were consolidating 
State power, which preceded Stalin’s bloody rule. The lesson is that 
we should not be tricked into surrendering the grassroots ee 
power to dictators who pose as our friends and leaders. 

We don’t need the Marxist-Leninists’ solutions, they are 
dangerous and deluding. There is another way, but to much of the 
Left and to many ordinary people, the choice has appeared to be 
Anarchic chaos or the Marxist Communist parties, however dogmatic 
and dictatorial. This is primarily the result of misunderstanding and 
propaganda. Anarchism, as an ideology, provides feasible 
organizational structures, as well as valid alternative revolutionary 
theory, which, if utilized, could be the basis for organization just as 
solid as the Marxist-Leninist (or even more so) only these 
organizations will be egalitarian and really for the benefit of the 
people, rather than the Communist leaders. 

Anarchism is not confined to the ideas of a single theoretician, and 
it allows individual creativity to develop in collective groupings, 
instead of the. characteristic dogmatism of the Marxist-Leninists. 


_Therefore, not being cultist, it encourages a great deal of innovation 


and experimentation, prompting its adherents to respond realistically 
to contemporary conditions. It is the concept of making ideology fit 
the demands of life, rather than trying to make life fit the demands of 
ideology. 

Therefore, Anarchists build organizations in order to build a new 
world, not perpetuate domination over the masses of people: We 
must build an organized, coordinated international movement aimed 
at transforming the globe into a mass commune. Such would be a 
great overleap in human evolution and a gigantic revolutionary stride. 
It would change the world as we know it and end the special 
problems long plaguing humankind. It would be a new era of 
freedom and fulfillment. 


LET'S GET ON WITH IT, 
WE'VE GOT A WORLD TO WIN! 


-- excerpted from Anarchism and the 
_ Black Revolution (out of print) 


urgeois counter-revolutions led by = 


